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2Welcome to tHe 2016 Reno HaRveSt of HomeS touR!

The number seven was always my favorite 
number growing up and I am happy to see that 
the Reno Harvest of Homes Tour is now in its 

7th year. We’re calling this tour “Hidden Surprises”.

What surprises do we have in store? There’s a house 
hidden behind another; there’s a significant historic 
home tucked away in Reno’s “Western Addition”; 
there’s a mid-century home hidden behind a gated 
wall. One house is known to have been moved from 
Virginia City and another may well have had the 
same origin. Another contains vestiges of a missing 
staircase. Come and enjoy the surprises.

We love discovering the history of each of the 
homes on the Tour. Sometimes it feels like we are 
detectives, following leads…sometimes that are 
fruitful and sometimes that lead nowhere. We scour 
public records at the Assessor’s. We look at deeds 

and old maps and city directories. We read every 
reference we can find in old newspapers and, when 
possible, we talk to people associated with the 
home. Sometimes, no matter how we try, the facts 
elude us. Let us know if you have something to add 
to our scholarship.

Some of Reno’s unique residential history awaits 
you. These homes have character. They have soul. 
And they have great history. Go and enjoy the Reno 
Harvest of Homes Tour 2016!

Sharon Honig-Bear 
Home Tour Chair

YOU CAN VISIT 
THE HOMES IN ANY 
ORDER, AND START 

WHEREVER  
YOU WISH. 

Our homes come in all sizes, 
so please be patient if there is a wait.
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•	 Please	do	not	open	drawers,	cabinets,	closets	or	
handle any household furnishings.

•	 Please	wear	booties	over	your	shoes	if	requested.

•	 No	smoking,	eating,	or	drinking	while	on	private	
property. Keep your complimentary bottle of 
water covered whenever you are in the houses.

•	 Please	no	photography,	video	cameras	or	cell	
phone use inside the homes.

•	 Please	mute	your	phones	and	step	outside	if	you	
must speak on the phone.

•	 No	pets	or	baby	strollers	can	be	accommodated.

•	 Our	volunteers	monitor	traffic	flow	at	the	home’s	
entry. Please follow their direction. If lines form, 

we will advise people in line on homes where 
lines are shorter.

•	 When	you’ve	looked	at	a	room,	please	move	on	to	
make room for the next guest.

•	 Please	follow	the	recommended	traffic	flow	within	
a house and respect restricted areas.

•	 Sorry,	restrooms	are	NOT	available	in	tour	homes.

•	 Please	do	NOT	block	driveways	of	homes	or	 
park unsafely. 

HoW you can be a good gueSt in ouR touR HomeS…

HOME TOUR COMMITTEE

Sharon Honig-Bear 
Home Tour Chair

Cindy Ainsworth

Annie Bickley

Sandi Bitler

Phyllis Cates

Constance Hanson

 Laurie Leonard

Marilee Watts and  
Ellen Fockler 

Volunteer  
Co-Coordinators

Debbie Hinman 
Program Researcher  

and Writer

Charlotte Voitoff 
and Marty Matles 

Ticket Sales Coordinators

Rosie Cevasco 
Webmaster and mapmaker



4a bRief Reno HiStoRy

When the first white men passed through 
the Reno area in the 1840s, Washoe and 
Paiute peoples inhabited the land along the 

Truckee River. In the late 1840s and 1850s, thousands 
of travelers on their way to the California gold fields 
lingered a few days in the Truckee Meadows before 
crossing the Sierra Nevada.

The discovery of the Comstock Lode in 1859 brought 
a reverse migration from California in the “Rush to 
Washoe.” Reno became an important agricultural 
center and transportation hub for people and goods, to 
and from the Comstock.

In 1859, C. W. Fuller built a bridge across the Truckee 
River, but annual flooding repeatedly swept it away. 
Myron Lake purchased Fuller’s crossing in 1860, and 
after building a sturdier toll bridge, he opened an inn 
on the south side of the river. The spot became known 

Lake’s Crossing in 1862, site of the original Reno townsite.
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as Lake’s Crossing. When the Central Pacific Railroad 
was pushing east in the late 1860s, Lake deeded 40 
acres to the railroad to encourage construction of a 
depot here. This became the Reno townsite, offi-
cially established on May 13, 1868. The town quickly 
became an important freight and passenger center, 
and grew rapidly.

Although gaming now plays a key role, historically 
Nevada’s economy was tied to mining and agricul-
ture, with its inevitable cycle of booms and busts. 
Nevada found creative means to support itself 
through the down times, and early on Reno earned 
the title “Sin City.” Until the U.S. Army petitioned 
City fathers to ban prostitution in 1942, Reno toler-
ated several brothels. Nevada attempted to control 
gambling from the beginning but it flourished in back 
streets and alleys. Seeking ways to survive the 
Great Depression, the Nevada Legislature legalized 

gambling in 1931. Casino gaming, as we know it 
today, developed in Reno.

The birth of the Reno divorce colony can be traced to 
its first celebrity divorce in 1906, when the wife of the 
President of U.S. Steel, William Corey, came to Reno 
to obtain a divorce from her philandering husband. 
The waiting period for a Nevada divorce was then six 
months, then reduced in 1927. In 1931, the Nevada 
legislature shortened the residency requirement to six 
weeks, thereby opening the divorce floodgates.

Transportation has been an important theme in the 
history of Reno and the Truckee Meadows. The 
emigrant trails, stage roads, the Pony Express and the 
railroad have all brought people and goods through the 
region. By the early 20th century, the automobile was 
impacting the area’s development. The Lincoln High-
way came through Reno and auto tourism became an 

economic force. By the end of World War II, easy auto-
mobile access to Reno’s casinos thrust gambling into 
the forefront of the economy.

Reno continues to reinvent itself as its focus shifts 
from gambling to economic diversification. Large 
companies are discovering the tax and lifestyle 
benefits of locating their businesses here. The arts 
community is flourishing and technology and inno-
vation are also finding footholds. Reno still attracts 
visitors who appreciate the wide range of recreational 
activities and special events. Burning Man brings in 
visitors from all over the country and world.

While Reno is growing and changing, groups such as 
HRPS are working to ensure that residents old and new 
have the opportunity to become acquainted with this 
colorful history. Where we’ve been has a profound impact 
on where we are today and on Reno’s future. 



6about tHe neigHboRHoodS on ouR “Hidden SuRPRiSe” touR

The neighborhoods revealed in this year’s 
Tour are diverse in age and character. 
From two ranch properties, one settled in 

town and one on a country road, to a tried and true 
Newlands home, to a river rock home and cottage 
in a different part of the Old Southwest, to a modern 
ranch-style house with interesting origins once 
outside the city limits, we know you’ll enjoy investi-
gating these properties with their Hidden Surprises.

In moving through the neighborhoods and the 
homes themselves, we hope you will gain a 
sense of Reno’s history, both of the evolution 
of the additions and subdivisions that grew up 
around the downtown core and the architecture 
that represents each time period. As you read 
the home histories, we hope you will come to 
know a little about the people who lived in the 
homes, both who they were and how they came 

to become a part of the history of the city we love 
and inhabit today.

507 West Sixth Street 
in Reno’s Western Addition

For the first time, we are thrilled to have a home in 
the Western Addition for you to tour this year. This 
is one of Reno’s earliest neighborhoods, dating 
back to 1874, established on land once belonging to 
the Central Pacific Railroad. Early on, many of the 
movers and shakers of the fledgling town, such as 
merchants, railroad executives and other profession-
als, located in this popular addition though it also 
had its rural component with scattered farms and 
ranches. The Western Addition was the first to install 
concrete sidewalks in 1890 and streets were tree-
lined with yards full of flowers. The character of the 
neighborhood changed over time to a more working 

class occupancy but still boasted scions of Reno with 
elegant homes such as Charles Bender on Ralston 
and the Humphreys, the Mapeses and the Twaddles 
on three of the corners of Ralston and Fifth Streets.

3636 MAYbERRY DRIVE/ 
175 JUNIPER HIll ROAD 

along the “old Verdi Road”

Because they were populated while outside the Reno 
city limits, these two properties were not contained 
within an addition. Even as late as the 1930s, Califor-
nia Avenue ended at the top of the hill and became 
the South Verdi Road, leading through what was 
then all rural land, past The Willows, the Mayberry 
Ranch and out to Verdi. Although these two proper-
ties are being grouped together, they could not be 
more different. The Caughlin Ranch occupied some 
3,000 acres and was a structure older than Reno 
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itself, having been relocated from Virginia City. The 
Juniper Hills subdivision was primarily developed 
in the early 1960s when lots were listed for sale, 
advertised as “one-acre view lots with city water in 
beautiful country setting.”

373 / 373 ½ Arroyo Street 
in Midtown, the Sierra Vista Addition

This home and cottage are located in the Sierra 
Vista addition. This neighborhood was created 
during Reno’s growth spurt in the early part of 
the 20th century from the Litch Ranch property. It 
boasted graded streets, graveled sidewalks and 
plans for a streetcar that would run up Plumas Street 
to Moana Springs. The tract was largely developed 
by the Hill family, father August and sons. William 
Hill came from Reno from New York for a divorce in 
the 1920s and wrote home to his father, urging him 

to come visit. August liked what he saw, in particu-
lar the newly developing Sierra Vista neighborhood, 
encouraged another son Fred to join them and the 
rest is history. By 1930, the Hills had amassed 100 
lots in the addition.

887 Marsh Avenue  
in Old Southwest Reno, Newlands Heights Addition

This home is within the prestigious Newlands Heights 
Addition, officially platted by James Newlands, Jr. 
and Dr. H. Johnson in 1920. The land itself has an 
impressive pedigree of ownership, beginning with 
the Central Pacific Railroad. The CPRR sold the 
land to Myron Lake, which after his death became 
the property of Jane Lake. Mrs. Lake sold the land 
to the Newlands Company. Newlands, Vice Presi-
dent of the Newlands Company, was the nephew of 
Francis Newlands, U.S. Senator from Nevada. The 

Newlands Company developed several tracts within 
this desirable area. The later ones were developed as 
“automobile suburbs,” boasting paved roads, manda-
tory setbacks, sidewalks, driveways, street lights, and 
underground utilities. Currently, this addition is part 
of the area under consideration for the designation of 
the Newlands Heights Historic District. 
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You don’t have to be a car fanatic to admire 
the craftsmanship and design of vintage 
autos. We are pleased to offer five for 

viewing this year.

At 3636 Mayberry Dr.
1923 FORD MODEl T RUNAbOUT

Owner: Loren Jahn

The 1923 Ford Model T Runabout sold new for 
around $300 dollars f.o.b. Detroit. Considering how 
many “flivvers” were being produced (9,000,000 
at the time), the Model T or “Tin Lizzy” became the 
common car of the people. This Model T Ford may 
have been owned at one time by Jack Okie, best 
remembered from the Charlie Chaplin film The Great 
Dictator and as the captain of the steamer Henrietta 
from the movie Around the World in 80 Days.

 At 507 W. Sixth St.
1892 CHUCk WAgON

Owner: Grant and Shirley Dalen

Grant has been restoring this classic wagon as a 
chuck wagon since he bought it about two years ago. 
It was made by the Newton Wagon Works in Batavia, 
Illinois. The wagon, with a full team pulling it, was 
honored to be the first vehicle over the new Virginia 
Street Bridge this year.

At 175 Juniper Hill Rd.
1942 JEEP

Owner: James House

Under a wartime government contract, this Jeep 
was built by the Ford Motor Company/Willis. 
Demands on Ford alone caused them to combine 
efforts and parts with Willis. The vehicle has been 
under continuous and loving restoration for the past 
25 years by the current owner.

At 887 Marsh Ave.
1965 MUSTANg FASTbACk 2+2

Owner: Kimberly Wood

Kimberly bought this car in October, 1964 when she 
was a senior in high school.  It was the first run of 
that model out of Detroit. It is in original state, being 
well cared for and proudly protected ever since.
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At 373 Arroyo St.
1956 210 CHEVROlET
Owners: Jim and Julia Berg

Jim bought the car for $300, when in high school 
with the money earned from installing tires at 
Sears, in Eureka, California. The car was built in 
Oakland, California because it has a one-piece 
back bumper. He later realized it had a rare one-
piece tube frame, to be used for racing. It was 
restored beginning in 1997 with Jim’s goal: “I am 
going to make it better than brand new.” Now Jim 
travels across the country and only sees smiles 
from all who see the car. 
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507 W. SIxTH STREET

This home is a true Reno original 
and we are thrilled to have it on 
our tour this year. “The Farm-

house” or “The Walts House” is probably 
not one you would have encountered driv-
ing through Reno, though it has occupied 
this site longer than any of us have been 
alive. It sits back behind well-traveled 
avenues on a quiet street west of the St. 
Mary’s complex. The style can best be 
described as early Colonial Revival, with 
an asymmetrical façade and a classi-
cal porch. Due to the home’s square nail 
and full-dimension lumber construction, it 
probably dates between 1876 and 1880. 
By 1899, further additions had expanded 
the footprint to its current size, with a 

stable and hayloft in back. Sometime after 1918 the 
original roof was removed, the ceiling lowered and 
the second story added.

The land was originally owned by the Central Pacific 
Railroad, as was much of the land on either side of 
the tracks through Reno. But in 1876, this parcel 
was sold to a Thomas E. Riley. He resold the land a 
year later to owners of a lumber mill who may have 
made the first alterations to the structure. From then 
until around 1909, a succession of owners and rent-
ers ensued until Fred and Zena Walts and their five 
children made it their longtime home. Their young-
est daughter, Zena Isobel, was born in 1914. She 
married Albert Adams in 1931 and continued to live 
in her family home until her death in 1999. At some 
point, Zena had the house converted to a duplex 
with the stairway to the second floor walled in. Glynn 
Cartledge purchased the property in 2001 and very 

2016 featuRed HomeS
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tastefully converted it to a law office, re-opening the 
stairway and working to restore much of the home’s 
earlier charm.

Michael and Dusty Mikel purchased the home in 
2014, at first using it for offices and event space, 
connected to their deep involvement with Burning 
Man. But as they continued Glynn’s efforts at 
restoration, filling it with their own furnishings and 
period decorative touches, they decided to make it 
their residence.

The original portion of the house consists two rooms; 
one used as an office and behind it, a dining room. 
Michael speculates that as with so many Virginia City 
houses not in use once the Comstock mines closed, 
the small structure may have been moved down to 
Reno. The lovely living room was probably added 
in the 1890s expansion but the fireplace was likely 

either added or changed during the 1918 remodel. A 
large, polished wood display case hidden by a strik-
ing screen is filled with interesting curio items, family 
memorabilia and finds from the house and yard. The 
centerpiece of the spacious kitchen is the Cribben & 
Sexton stove which came from another early Reno 
house. There are two bedrooms, a large office and a 
bath upstairs, all in tune with the period of the home. 
Michael and Dusty love to have an evening cocktail 
at the small table in their bedroom, enjoying the view 
of Reno’s canopy of trembling leaves and Mt. Rose in 
the distance. 

AT A glANCE
507 W. Sixth St.

built: 1876- 1880, with many additions

oWneR: Dusty and Michael Mikel, since 2013

SQuaRe footage: 2,572 sq. ft.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

•	 Early	Colonial	Revival	style	home	with	asymmet-
rical facade and Classical porch

•	 Located	in	the	historic	Western	Addition

•	 Known	as	“The	Farmhouse”	or	“The	Walts	
House” 

•	 Oldest	section	may	have	been	moved	from	
Virginia City
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887 MARSH AVENUE

This home is one of the beauties 
along a prestigious Reno avenue. 
Built in 1937, it sits far back on 

the lot on a high bluff, looking toward the 
northwest. At the time it was built, the rear 
of the home must have had a stunning 
view of nothing but the sparkling Truckee 
meandering through the new Idlewild 
Park and open land with mountain vistas 
in the distance. The view is still attrac-
tive today, though with the sprawling 
Reno High School and its surrounding 
neighborhoods below. The style of the 
home is Tudor Revival, so popular in the 
Newlands neighborhood, but with French 
Eclectic influences, as demonstrated by 

the hipped entry canopy and the fact that it is white-
washed brick (today, more of a beige).

The home was built by newcomer to Reno, Henning 
Berg. A native of Sweden, Berg had come to the 
United States at a young age and founded the firm 
of Williams and Berg in the Bay Area, which became 
one of the leading tailoring and importing firms in 
the country. In 1927, Berg’s first wife died and he 
retired from active business. He spent the next 
ten years traveling throughout Europe and South 
America. Berg remarried in 1929 and with new wife 
Agnes and son Henning Berg Jr., relocated to Reno 
in 1937. As he was older and presumably well-to-
do, Berg was likely one of the recruits attracted to 
Reno by the One Sound State initiative of the 1930s. 
This very successful initiative helped keep Nevada 
economically viable by touting the tax advantages 
and standard of living which brought wealthy inves-

2016 featuRed HomeS



13

AT A glANCE
887 Marsh Ave.

built: 1937

oWneR: Kent and Christina Stoever Young,  
since 2013

SQuaRe footage: 3,476 sq. ft.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

•	 Tudor	Revival	style	with	French	Eclectic	 
influences

•	 Multiple	facade	gables

•	 Located	in	prestigious	Newlands	Heights	 
neighborhood

•	 Once	contained	a	“hidden	staircase”

tors to the state. The Bergs entertained frequently 
at their beautiful new home and during the war, Mrs. 
Berg was active in the efforts of the Red Cross. Berg 
passed away in 1950 and his wife sold the home in 
1954. The next long-term owners were William and 
Lillian Arbonies who occupied the home for the rest 
of their lives. William, who was born in Winnemucca, 
was a respected local radiologist and a founding 
member of the Hidden Valley Country Club. Lillian 
was very active in the local social scene and won the 
title of Mrs. Nevada.

Owners since 2013, Kent and Christina Stoever 
Young are justifiably proud of their lovely home. 
The neighborhood is not new to Christina, a fourth 
generation Southwest Reno resident. In fact, she 
visited this house as a child. It has been remodeled 
over the years; the kitchen is newer and is in the 
process of being under construction again, though 

the work should be complete by tour time. The lovely 
entry way is original however, with an arched, hood-
ed doorway and wood stairway with a wrought iron 
bannister. The living room is spacious and comfort-
able, with an arched fireplace. The Youngs have 
created a wonderful patio to take advantage of the 
view, which replaced an unattractive sunroom. At 
one time there was a circular staircase that allowed 
you to go from the living room directly to the master 
bedroom but it was removed during the addition of 
a downstairs guest room. Interestingly, the space 
still has the beautiful window in the “stairwell.” 
Upstairs there are two bedrooms, a cedar closet 
and a spacious third floor dedicated to the Youngs’ 
son. On the second floor, there’s a beautiful “drawing 
room” with original iron casement windows taking 
full advantage of the view. This is Christina’s favorite 
space and it’s easy to see why. 
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373 and 373 ½  
WEST ARROYO STREET

The 1930s were a busy time for the Sierra 
Vista neighborhood. Hill and Sons builders 
as well as others were buying land, selling 

lots and constructing homes which were selling well, 
in spite of the Depression. Many homes in the area 
were small wood or brick cottages but a few builders 
made use of the natural resources of the land—the 
plentiful stones and boulders that made excava-
tion an interesting prospect. One such home was 
this one, built for Herman and Frances Bonta. They 
took out a building permit in 1932 in the amount of 
$4000 and a stone house and separate workshop 
were built on the lot. The stonework is lovely and the 
porch has an arched opening; Craftsman influences 
are evident in the style. At some point, probably in 
the early 1940s, the workshop was converted into 

a residence and became a rental. It is of the same 
native stone. Vines have attached themselves to the 
stones, enhancing its storybook appearance.

Herman was an auto mechanic who had a garage 
in downtown’s Lover’s Lane and the couple had two 
daughters. In 1943 Roger Joseph, wife Geraldine 
and three children became the new owners. Joseph 
was a revered Reno High School teacher and advi-
sor to the debate team, the Filibusters. Geri was a 
playwright and director of the Twentieth Century 
Club’s Drama Department. Following his retirement, 
Roger began writing for the Reno Evening Gazette 
and had a Sunday column called “In the Wings” 
where he reviewed local theater productions. Geri 
passed away in 1974 and Roger in 1977.

Tim Braidy and his wife Dee Ann purchased the 
home in 1993. Today Tim occupies the cottage to 

2016 featuRed HomeS
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the rear and the house is rented to Lynne Bunt. 
Lynne has made an effort to select vintage pieces 
that complement the home. It is light and attractive 
with a “shabby chic” décor. With its white plaster 
walls, gleaming wood floor and stunning light fixtures 
throughout, most of which are original to the home, 
the feel of the home is cool and inviting. The dining 
room is charming, with a subdued striped wallpaper 

and a crystal chandelier from Venice, Italy. There is 
a bathroom featuring an entire wall of built-in cabi-
nets and three bedrooms. Lynne, an artist, uses the 
back bedroom as a studio. Outside is a small patio 
with various items constructed of old barn wood and 
metal, Tim’s handiwork. His handiwork extends to 
the cottage he now inhabits. Tim has installed new 
flooring, a new electric fireplace that adds ambi-
ance to the seating area and an efficient kitchen with 
a granite island and built-in washer and dryer. The 
ceiling has wood beams and the overall impression 
of the dwelling is of a cozy mountain cabin. Outside 
the cottage is a shed that serves as Tim’s workshop. 
Those appreciating the new trend of “tiny houses” 
will love just how attractive and convenient this home 
is, and what a great use of space it exhibits. We 
know you will be charmed by both the main home 
and the cottage with their long history of creative and 
artistic residents. 

AT A glANCE
373 and 373 1/2 ARROYO AVE.

built: 1932 (although Assessor shows 1920)

oWneR: Tim Braidy, since 1993

SQuaRe footage: 1,696 sq. ft. (front house),  
621 sq. ft. (rear)

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

•	 One	of	Reno’s	iconic	river	rock	bungalows	with	
Craftsman influences

•	 In	Sierra	Vista	Tract	in	Midtown

•	 Back	cottage	is	a	“tiny	house”

•	 Recipient	of	Neighborhood	Preservation	Fund	
grant in 2011
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3636 MAYbERRY DRIVE

For 115 years, this large, lovely home has 
stood west of Reno, surrounded by open 
land. In its early days it faced the South Verdi 

Road, a narrow, rural thoroughfare leading west 
of town. It was once the longtime home of an early 
ranching family, briefly turned commercial, and 
has returned to being a family home. The style is 
Italianate, with paired decorative brackets along the 
cornice line, pedimented doors and windows, and a 
prominent wraparound porch. According to a story 
passed down to her children and grandchildren by 
Crissie Caughlin, the home was originally built in 
Virginia City in 1851, then disassembled and trans-
ported to Reno to be reassembled on land owned 
by George and Bettie Andrews.

George Andrews drove a wagon which deliv-
ered lumber from Washoe City to the Comstock. 
In 1874, he purchased land west of the 6-year-
old town of Reno and built a home near today’s 
area of West Plumb Lane and McCarran Blvd. 
He moved his family there, wife Bettie, son Ben 
(11) and daughter Crissie (8) and began raising 
hay and then alfalfa. By the 1890s, Ben had been 
killed in an accident and George and Bettie had 
divorced. Needing help to run the ranch, in 1895 
Crissie married William Caughlin, the local sher-
iff. It was around the turn of the century that the 
large ranch house was relocated to its present 
place. The small family home was moved behind 
it and used as a bunkhouse. From the time the 
Caughlins moved into the ranch house until short-
ly before her death in 1955, Crissie occupied her 
beloved home.

2016 featuRed HomeS
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AT A glANCE
3636 MAYbERRY AVE.

built: c. 1851

oWneR: The Bath Family, since 2010

SQuaRe footage: 3,262 sq. ft.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

•	 Italianate	style	with	prominent	wraparound	porch

•	 Originally	built	in	Virginia	City	in	1851,	disassem-
bled and transported to Reno

•	 Known	as	the	Caughlin	Ranch	House

•	 Featured	in	made-for-TV	movie	from	1993	called	
The Disappearance of Nora, then released  on 
DVD as High Stakes.

The house underwent a year-long restoration 
in 1993 planned by Crissie’s daughter, Betsy 
Donnelly, granddaughter Shiela Lonie and Shiela’s 
son Richard Scharbach, an engineer. The floor-
plan was altered, the porch enlarged, and new 
windows, plumbing and electrical wiring were 
added. On the third floor, what was a huge attic 
space was converted to a storage area and a room 
with display cases and a skylight. In 1997, the 
house received the Historical Resources Commis-
sion preservation award for a residential structure. 
Descendants of Crissie Caughlin retained owner-
ship of the house until 2006, when it was sold.

Today the home and grounds belong to the Bath 
family. Ed Bath operates the Garden Shop Nurs-
ery on the site. The ranch house, outbuildings and 
lush landscaping provide an attractive backdrop 
for the business, and visitors to the nursery can be 

seen wandering the grounds, enjoying the beauty 
of the property. The house was once used to host 
events but is today occupied by Ed’s father Ron 
and his wife Teri. Although renovated and some-
what modernized, the home still features transoms 
above every interior door for air circulation. There 
was never a fireplace in the home but there were 
small woodburning stoves; two brick chimneys 
have been left uncovered, adding a quaint feature 
to the walls. The exterior of the home still retains 
much of its original appearance; one can easily 
imagine Crissie and her family sitting on the porch, 
gazing out at her 3,100 acres of land, which at one 
time stretched from the Truckee River to today’s 
Skyline Boulevard. 
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175 JUNIPER HIll ROAD

This stunning home may not 
have the long history of others 
on the tour but we have found, 

since including the mid-century 
home of Carl Shogren at 1155 Mark 
Twain several years ago, that our tour 
participants appreciate a beautiful 
home of any vintage. 175 Juniper Hill 
is a styled ranch house with Spanish 
Colonial details. It is unassuming on 
the exterior, with its earthtones and 
low profile blending harmoniously with 
the surrounding lush landscape. But 
the interior is a treat to behold.

Though recent, the home is not without 
an interesting pedigree. In 1969, newly 

divorced Scherry Harrah bought a large tract of land 
in a new suburb of Reno, located up a rocky road off 
Mayberry Drive. She had a spacious home construct-
ed for herself and at the south end of her property, 
she built an enormous pool and a small guesthouse, 
as she loved to entertain. In 1977, the home and land 
was sold to Kenneth and Mary Dekker. Dekker grew 
up in San Francisco and in high school, distinguished 
himself as an athlete. In 1960 he signed a contract 
with the New York Yankees. He played for the farm 
team for three seasons, then became a successful 
real estate agent. The Dekkers split the land into two 
parcels and remodeled the guesthouse, enlarging it 
from 900 to 3200 square feet. They sold that parcel 
to Dr. Gene and Laura (Renata) Debardelaben in 
1980. Dr. Debardelaben is a radiologist. He and his 
family (children Lisa and Ryan) occupied the home 
until 1996. They too made changes to the house and 

2016 featuRed HomeS
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yard. They felt the pool was too large, built a smaller 
one inside it and created a deck around three sides 
to cover the edges of the original pool. The yard was 
very flat so when excavation began on the neigh-
boring lot, the Debardelabens had the mounds of 
earth moved to the property line to create a barrier 
between the two properties and planted numerous 
trees. They remodeled inside by moving the entrance 
to the office so it opened to the living room instead 
of the master bedroom and corrected a problem with 
the roof caused by the previous remodel. Subse-
quent owners enlarged and remodeled yet again, 
until the home became the 5,000 square feet you will 
see on our tour.

Current owner and Bay Area transplant Jim House 
purchased the home in 2007. He has made no struc-
tural changes, but the décor is fabulous. The home 
is full of light, due to numerous windows, many 

of which are arched, in keeping with the Spanish 
architecture. The living room is sunken with many-
layered crown molding and a wall of windows to 
the park-like backyard. The dining room includes a 
fireplace, built-in wine cellar and case storage below 
the floor. There is a media room, workout room, 
and a fun, Western-themed guest room called the 
Cowboy Room. Jim has created a veritable museum 
with carefully selected art objects from his travel to 
exotic locales. And the art extends to the yard, as 
well. A large silver sculpture near the pool was done 
by local artist Steve Addi. The pool is solar heated 
and salt water. We know you will be thrilled by this 
“hidden treasure.” 

AT A glANCE
175 JUNIPER HIll RD.

built: c. 1970

oWneR: Jim House, since 2007

SQuaRe footage: 5,080 sq. ft.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

•	 A	styled	Ranch	house	with	Spanish	 
Colonial details

•	 Originally	built	for	Scherry	Harrah	as	guest	house

•	 Many	expansions	over	the	years

•	 Expansive	grounds,	cabana	and	pool,	outdoor	
art, greenhouse and solar panels
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From the beginning, the Home Tour was 
conceived to generate income for a very 
special HRPS venture: the Neighborhood 

Preservation Fund. Our intention is to be a friend of 
preservation by providing grants for building improve-
ment and to rehabilitate historic (over 50 years) 
structures in Reno. The goal is to improve curb appeal 
and the look of older neighborhoods. Work focuses 
on the exterior of buildings and in a manner authentic 
with the original architectural style.

We have now completed six funding cycles and the 
applications have been diverse, from grand public 
buildings to classic bungalows. We have aided in 
the preservation of over 40 buildings! Thanks are 
owed to Jack Hursh and Cindy Ainsworth who ably 
headed this year’s strong panel of local experts in 
history, architecture and construction: 

Sharon Honig-Bear, Scott Learey, Kimberly 
Roberts and ZoAnn Campana.

As our list of recipients grows, we added a page 
to our website historicreno.org so that all past 
winners can be viewed. This list contains the 
recipients from the most recent funding cycle. 
Please go to our website and enjoy the scope of 
our good work in the community…and check out 
the Grant Guidelines and Application for the next 
cycle. For more information, call (775) 747-4478.

additional donations to this fund are always 
welcome! you may use the membership 
application enclosed in this Program to 

make a contribution and help us make our 
neighborhoods better.

PReSeRving HiStoRic buildingS WitH tHe neigHboRHood PReSeRvation fund

tHe Reno HaRveSt of HomeS 

HAll OF FAME
The home is the center and circumference, 
the start and the finish, of most of our lives. 

— charlotte Perkins gilman

Our Hall of Fame recognizes the homes  
and generous owners who have opened their  

houses in the past six years. There wouldn’t be  
a Tour if their generosity and pride didn’t exist. 

Please visit www.historicreno.org to see homes  
that were featured in past Home Tours.
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•	 247	Court	Street,	Theresa	Frisch: to paint the 
exterior of 1907 house, home of Roy J. Frisch 
who mysteriously disappeared on March 22, 
1934 as part of a bank scandal.

•	 549	Court	Street,	Melinda	and	Dan	Gustin: 
to paint exterior of the1911 “Hawkins House.” 
On the National Register of Historic Places, 
important building in the Newlands Heights 
neighborhood.

•	 842	Nixon	Avenue,	Loren	Jahn: to replace 
garage doors with period appropriate ones on 
1930s family home that is included on HRPS 
walking tours.

•	 333	Ralston	Street,	John	and	Sonia	Kerin: to 
replace the roof on 1875 home on the National 
Register of Historic Places; one of Reno’s earli-
est residential buildings.

•	 	619	Sinclair	Street,	Larry	and	Chris	Klaich: 
to paint the exterior on 1905 property. Located 
in a significant and emerging neighborhood, an 
excellent example of adaptive reuse.

•	 542	Lander	Street,	Michael	and	Mary	Menta-
berry: to paint the exterior on this brick 1924 
property. Listed on the Nevada Register of 
Historic Places, this is its second grant.

•	 401	Moran	Street,	Sharon	Rachaw	and	
Joyce	Sharp: to stabilize the front porch on 
this unique 1926 brick bungalow.

•	 327	Wheeler	Avenue,	Dagny	Stapleton: to 
replace roof and repair the river rock chimney 
on 1912 West of Wells Craftsman home.

•	 Trinity	Episcopal	Church,	200	Island	
avenue: to restore and refinish the east and 
north wood doors along with one metal door on 
the west side.

neigHboRHood PReSeRvation fund gRant ReciPientS 2016
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For over eighteen years, Historic Reno Preserva-
tion Society (HRPS) has been sharing its love 
of Reno’s unique heritage with the community. 

HRPS has won the Silver Star Award from Truckee 
Meadows Tomorrow and two City of Reno Historical 
Resource Commission Awards. HRPS was granted tax-
exempt status as a 501(c) 3 organization in December 
1999. HRPS offers:

•	 An	educational	program	to	4th	grade	teachers	and	
students. We’ve reached over 2,000 students!

•	 Exciting	monthly	public	programs,	held	on	the	fourth	
Sundays, October through May

•	 More	than	30	different	walking	tours	and	a	bike	tour	
through up to 18 different Reno neighborhoods, in 
May, June, July and September

•	 An	endowed	scholarship	program	at	UNR

•	 An	increased	role	in	advocating	for	historic	 
preservation

•	 Support	for	preservation	projects	such	as	the	
Powning’s Conservation District, the Wells Avenue 
Conservation District, restoration of the Newlands 
Manor Pillars, neon preservation, brochures for the 
Historic Resources Commission, etc.

•	 Our	informative	quarterly	publication	FootPrints

•	 Our	Neighborhood	Preservation	Fund,	described	in	
more detail in the Program

We are involved in the community in many ways and 
have collaborated with The Chamber’s Leadership 
Reno Program, renohistorical.org mobile history app, 
Nevada Humanities, Artown, Reno Historical Resourc-
es Commission, VSA at the Lake Mansion, the Lincoln 
Highway Association, City of Reno, the State of Nevada 
Historic Preservation Office and more.

about HRPS

OFFICERS, 2015-16

President: Carol Coleman
vice President: John Farrow

Secretary: Sharon Honig-Bear
treasurer: Roger Steininger

Past President: Byllie Andrews

 bOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2015-2016

Garrett Barmore
Eric Broili

ZoAnn Campana
Sheryln Hayes-Zorn
Constance Hanson

Laurie Leonard
Kimberly Roberts

ADMINISTRATOR

Cindy Ainsworth
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ZoAnn Campana,  
Architectural Consultant and Researcher

Steve Ellison and LSN Studios  
for Program photography

Garrett Barmore for transportation services

Double Click Design 
for design, layout, and printing

Lynne Bunt

Our costumed volunteers: 
Karalea Clough, Elizabeth and Warren White,  

Carolyn Runnells, and Elizabeth Rassiga

Students from McQueen High School, 
Black Student Union, Courtney Davis, President

Sharon Walbridge, Jean Green and Sharon  
Honig-Bear for donation of KUNR radio spots

Greg and Amy Newman at House Detective

 
Raley’s for donation of water

 
Mackay School of Mines for use of the van shuttle

The owners of our amazing vintage cars 
(see pages 8-9)

For research assistance:  
The Mikels, for their meticulous research on their 

property; Shiela Lonie’s book about her grandmother, 
Crissie Caughlin – Pioneer; former Juniper Hills 

resident Dr. Gene Debardelaben 

Square footage of the houses have been based on 
the Washoe County Assessor’s records

 our ticket outlets

Sundance Bookstore

St. Ives Florist

Ryrie and Me

Rail City Garden Center

Napa-Sonoma Grocery Company

Labels Consignment Boutique

Moana Nursery

The Freckled Frog

The Garden Shop

ThE	hARvEST	oF	hoMES	TouR	WouLD	LIKE	To	ThANK…
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 Homeowners
The Bath Family

Michael and Dusty Mikel

Tim Braidy

Kent and Christina Stoever Young

James House

 Home Hosts
Cindy Ainsworth

Byllie Andrews

Sandi Bitler

ZoAnn Campana

Barbara Courtnay

Alynn Delisle

Ellen Fockler

Constance Hanson

Debbie Hinman

Shery Hayes-Zorn

Jack Hursh

Elizabeth Iverson

Paula Jones

Laurie Leonard 

Nancy Manfredi

Marty Matles

Joy Orlich

Kim Roberts

Tracy Soliday

Charlotte Voitoff

Shirie Wallace

Gene Williams

 Support team
Rosie Cevasco, Marilee Watts and  

Sharon Honig-Bear

ThANKS	To	ouR	hoMEoWNERS,	hoSTS	AND	voLuNTEERS
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 volunteers

Barr, Carol *
Barthel, Margaret *
Bartlett, Carolyn *
Basye Geri *
Batchelor, Milly *
Biggs, Barbara *
Bohmann, Joan *
Bovee, Vicki *
Breckenridge Karl *
Britt, Sarah
Burgess, Ann *
Burke, Linda *
 Burnham, Jane
Calhoun, Gayle *
Cates, Phyllis *
Chiaravalle, Jan *

Chiaravalle, Tony *
Clough, Karalea
Coleman, Carol *
Conaboy, Linda 
Cox, Joyce *
Cueva, Brian *
Eilenfeldt, Sheryl
Erickson, Donna *
Erickson, Paul *
Farrow, John *
Flores, Carol *
Fricke, Fran *
Frizzell, Carol
Fuson, Leila *
Galine, Bill *
Graham, Virginia *

Gulash, Karen *
Hancock, Michelle*
Harrington, Martha *
Hatcher, Caroline
Hogan, Jackie
Holmes, Sharon *
Jacobsen, Gina  *
Jameson, Nita *
Karlin,Torrey *
Keller, Bev *
Kolton, William *
Krueger, Dianna *
Leonard, Laura *
Lowndes, David
McGee, Tammi
Mannix, Francine *

Mattes, Linda *
Metscher, Bill *
Metscher, Judy *
Miller, Rosemarie 
Minedew, Sunny *
Neumann, Donna  * 
Newbury, JoAnn *
Newman, Linda *
Nikolaisen, Terri
Ostrander, Jane *
Patrucco Doerr, Linda *
Pederson, Jan *
Petersen, Lorraine
Preston, Kathie
Pryor, Marlys
Quaglieri, Brandi *

Rassiga, Elizabeth
Rider, Karen
Roberts, Diana *
Robinson, Jan *
Rogalla, Carolyn *
Ross, Kristina *
Runnells, Carolyn
Sauvola, Mary
Savinski, Lynne *
Savinski, Ron *
Simone, Anne *
Smith, Emily
Stegall, Lynn *
Stephens, Lois *
Stopper, Sheryl
Szawiola, Kathleen *

Umbraco, Kitty *
Umbraco, Russell *
Walker, Pam
Wasson, Judith
Wasson, Rick
Wellman, Ursula *
Wheatley, Alex *
White, Warren
Whiting, Judi *
Wiebke, Shannon *
Williams, Diane
Williams, Ellen *
Williams, Lori *
Willock, Joy
Zoch Catherine *
Zoch, Anton *

*Denotes previous Home Tour volunteers. Thank you!
We aim to have our lists accurate, through our publication deadline in late August. Our apologies for any oversights.

ThANKS	To	ouR	hoMEoWNERS,	hoSTS	AND	voLuNTEERS



507 West Sixth St. 
The  Walts House 

Pgs. 10-11

373 Arroyo St. 
back cottage  
Pgs. 16-17

887 Marsh Ave.
Pgs  12-13

3636 Mayberry Dr. 
Caughlin Ranch House 

Pgs.  18-19

373 Arroyo St. 
front house  
Pgs. 16-17

175 Juniper Hill Rd.
Pgs. 20-21

Our Featured Homes
Built from c. 1870 to. 1970

Our Tour takes you from one of Reno’s oldest homes  
in the Western Addition 

to a Mid-Century Modern beauty on the  
“Old Verdi Road”

Houses are listed in geographical order, from  
Downtown Reno to West Reno.

We again present an interesting mix of  charming 
homes, full of surprises and interesting stories.

HiStoRicReno.oRg


