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Welcome to the 2018 Reno Harvest of Homes Tour!
t’s the ninth year of HRPS’ Reno Harvest of Homes
Tour and we’re once again offering you a delightful
spectrum of homes displaying Reno’s history across
time and architecture. We’ll take you to five quite different neighborhoods encompassing four “additions:” the New
South Side Addition off Liberty; McCormick Addition off
Holcomb; Newlands Terrace Addition; O’Brien’s Soutbrae Addition; and out Old Verdi Road, known as Mayberry Drive today.
Half of this year’s homes are made of brick – likely from Reno
Press Brick. Our 2018 homes are 125 years, two are 105
years, 101 years, 78 years and a very young 58 years of age
– quite a spectrum of Reno’s history across time. When built,
four of our 2018 homes had close access to either the V&T
railroad or a streetcar system, quite different from today’s
automobile driven society. We love discovering the history

of each of the homes on the Tour. Sometimes it feels like we
are detectives, following leads…sometimes that are fruitful
and sometimes that lead nowhere. We scour public records
at the Assessor’s. We look at deeds and old maps and city
directories. We read every reference we can find in old newspapers and, when possible, we talk to people associated with
the homes’ past. Sometimes, no matter how we try, the facts
elude us. Please let us know if you have something to add to
our information. Reno’s unique residential history awaits you.
These homes have character. They have soul.
Do enjoy the Reno Harvest of Homes Tour 2018!

Carol Coleman
Home Tour Chair
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YOU CAN START WHEREVER
YOU WISH, AND YOU CAN
VISIT THE HOMES IN ANY ORDER
Our homes come in all sizes,
so please be patient if there is a wait.

• Please do not open drawers, cabinets, closets or handle any
household furnishings.

• Please follow the recommended traffic flow within a house and
respect restricted areas.

• Please wear booties over your shoes if requested.

• Sorry, restrooms are NOT available in tour homes.

• No smoking, eating, or drinking while on private property.

• Please do NOT block driveways of homes.

• Please no photography, video cameras or cell phone use inside
the homes.

• Please do NOT lean on or place objects on our
vintage automobiles.

• Please mute your phones and step outside if you must speak
on the phone.
• No pets or baby strollers can be accommodated.
• Our volunteers monitor traffic flow at the home’s entry. Please
follow their direction. If lines form, we will advise people in line
on homes where lines are shorter.

Home Tour Committee
Carol Coleman

Home Tour Chair

Sandi Bitler
Phones

ZoAnn Campana
Social Event

Brad Carlson

Vintage Cars Coordinator

NOTICE
Certain areas of the Home Tour may not be fully accessible
to individuals with disabilities due to architectural barriers
inherent in the historic construction of the structures or
uneven walking surfaces.

how you can be a good guest in our tour homes…

Phyllis Cates
Rosie Cevasco

Webmaster and Mapmaker

Linda Doerr & Dianna Kreuger
Volunteer Co-Coordinator

Debbie Hinman Program
Program
Researcher and Writer

Sharon Honig-Bear
Homes

David Lowndes
Photographer

JoAnn Newbury
Charlotte Voitoff &
Marty Matles

Ticket Sales Coordinators
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A brief reno history
hen the first white men passed through
the Reno area in the 1840s, Washoe and
Paiute peoples had inhabited the land along
the Truckee River for centuries. In the late
1840s and 1850s, thousands of travelers on their way to
the California gold fields lingered a few days in the Truckee
Meadows before crossing the Sierra Nevada.
The discovery of the Comstock Lode in 1859 brought a
reverse migration from California in the “Rush to Washoe.”
Emigrants came from east and west in search of silver. Reno
became an important agricultural center and transportation
hub for people and goods, to and from the Comstock.
Before 1861, what we know as Nevada was part of Utah
Territory. When the Civil War broke out in 1861, President Abraham Lincoln was interested in Nevada’s silver,
but needed votes to pass the 13th Amendment to abolish slavery. To achieve that end, the Nevada Territory was
established in 1861 and Nevada became a state in 1864.
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An early Virginia Street Bridge, complete with toll taker, looking down
Virginia Street about 100 days after Reno became a town.

In 1859, C. W. Fuller built a bridge across the Truckee River,
but annual flooding repeatedly swept it away. By 1861,
Myron Lake owned Fuller’s crossing, and after building a
sturdier toll bridge, he opened a log inn on the south side of
the river. The spot became known as Lake’s Crossing. When
the Central Pacific Railroad began building a railroad from
Omaha west and from Sacramento east, Lake deeded land to
the railroad to encourage construction of a depot here. This
became the Reno townsite, officially established on May 13,
1868. The town quickly became an important freight and
passenger center, and grew rapidly.

ished in back streets and alleys. Seeking ways to survive the
Great Depression, the Nevada Legislature legalized gambling in
1931. Casino gaming, as we know it today, developed in Reno.

Although gaming now plays a key role, historically Nevada’s
economy was tied to mining and agriculture, with its inevitable cycle of booms and busts. Nevada found creative means
to support itself through the down times, and early on Reno
earned the title “Sin City.” Until the U.S. Army petitioned City
fathers to ban prostitution in 1942, Reno tolerated several
brothels. Nevada made gambling illegal in 1910 but it flour-

Transportation has been an important theme in the history
of Reno and the Truckee Meadows. The emigrant trails,
stagecoach roads, the Pony Express and the railroad have all
brought people and goods through the region. By the early
1900s, the automobile was beginning to impact Reno and the
country. New vehicles, new automobile-related industries,
new roads and bridges changed how we live. Formed in 1913,

The birth of the Reno divorce colony can be traced to its first
celebrity divorce in 1906, when the wife of the President of
U.S. Steel, William Corey, came to Reno to obtain a divorce
from her philandering husband. The waiting period for a
Nevada divorce was six months from the days of Nevada
Territory, then reduced to 3 months in 1927. In 1931, the
Nevada legislature shortened the residency requirement to
six weeks, thereby opening the divorce floodgates.

by 1926 the Lincoln Highway was complete across Nevada to
California and auto tourism became an economic force. By the
end of World War II, easy automobile access to Reno’s casinos
thrust gambling into the forefront of the economy.
Reno continues to reinvent itself as its focus shifts from
gambling to economic diversification. Large companies are
discovering the tax and lifestyle benefits of locating their
businesses in Northern Nevada. The arts community is flourishing and technology and innovation are finding footholds.
Reno attracts visitors who appreciate the wide range of
recreational activities and special events. The Reno Air Races,
Hot August Nights, and Burning Man bring in visitors from all
over the country and world.
While Reno is growing and changing, groups such as HRPS
are working to ensure that residents old and new have the
opportunity to become acquainted with Reno’s colorful
history. Where we’ve been has a profound impact on where
we are today and on Reno’s future.
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about the neighborhoods on our 2018 tour
he houses highlighted in this year’s tour include:

•
•
•
•

• a stately Queen Anne in one of Reno’s earliest
neighborhoods, now a revitalized area;
two lovely, small brick bungalows within the West of
Wells neighborhood, built on lands once encompassing
the nearby Litch Ranch;
a unique stucco Tudor Revival in the ever-popular
Newlands Historic District;
a graceful brick Hancock-built home in a quiet southwest
neighborhood east of Arlington;
and a jewel of a cottage, on an historic site surrounded
by lush gardens.

In moving through the neighborhoods and the homes themselves, we hope you will gain a sense of Reno’s history, of
huge tracts of ranch land that were subdivided for residential use as Reno transitioned from an agrarian to urban

151 and 161 Wonder Street (1925)
McCormick Addition

619 Sinclair Street (c. 1905)
New South Side Addition
In 1872, the V&T Railroad extended the line from Virginia
City and Carson City to Reno. The trains ran on Holcomb
Street, just one street east of Sinclair, which greatly
influenced the development of the surrounding neighbor-

In 1902, a notice in the Nevada State Journal advertised
lots for sale in McCormick’s Addition, from $25 up, cash
or partial payment. The notice went on to read, “Pleasant location, free ditch water. Fine well water can be
had at thirty-five to forty feet.” J. McCormick signed the
notice. Two years later, McCormick presented a petition
to the City Council, asking that the Council order the V&T
railroad to construct a crossing that would give access to
the new addition. The Litch Ranch, comprising 72 acres,
once covered much of this area. The Litch family settled
in the area in the 1870s; their ranch house, though heavily remodeled, is still in existence and is doing business
as the Silver Peak Brewery, just down the street from the
Wonder Street bungalows. When the homes were built in
1925, the street was known as Mann Street; around 1950,
it became an extension of Wonder Street, across Wheeler

society, of the evolution of the additions and subdivisions
that grew up around the downtown core, and the architecture that represents each time period. As you read the
home histories, we hope you will come to know about the
people who lived in the homes, both who they were and
how they came to become a part of the history of the city
we love and inhabit today.
A word about “additions” for those of you unfamiliar with
the term. Early Reno grew quickly, and as it grew, residents
began populating the areas outside the city core. This was
an opportunity for a developer or investor to purchase
land, subdivide it and create lots for sale to benefit new
residents, the growing city, and of course their own financial well-being. These areas containing lettered blocks and
numbered lots were known as “additions” to Reno. Today
we refer to them as subdivisions or tracts.

hood. Reno’s earliest residential areas had centered around
the railroad north of the river. However, once Myron Lake
acquired land south of the river and subsequently donated
a lot on which the Washoe County Courthouse was built in
the early 1870s, fine homes began to be constructed on
the “south side.” There were enough homes that residents
began lobbying for a school. By 1881, a wood frame school
stood near South Virginia and Ryland streets, serving 20
students in these early Southside neighborhoods. By 1903,
there was a grand brick schoolhouse at South Center and
East Liberty streets. Throughout 1902, lots were sold
in the New South Side Addition, ranging in price from
$50-$400. A few years later, streetcars would be in operation in this neighborhood, making it even more desirable for
those who worked in town. The neighborhood took a downward turn in past years as more suburbs were developed
along the fringes of Reno, but with the sudden upscale
development of Midtown, it is undergoing a new surge of
popularity as a residential neighborhood.

and eastward to Kirman Avenue. In the early days of this
neighborhood, residents could sit on their front porches
and enjoy the views of Slide Mountain and Mt. Rose rising
in the distance.
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about the neighborhoods, continued
1118 Nixon Avenue (1927)
Newlands Terrace Addition

2775 Mayberry Drive (1952)
South Verdi Road

What is generally referred to as “The Newlands Neighborhood”
is made up of several additions, including Newlands Heights,
Newlands Manor and Newlands Terrace. These additions fall
within the newly-designated Newlands Historic District, listed
on the National Register of Historic Places in 2016. This home
is located at the south end of the Newlands District, developed
as an “automobile suburb,” boasting paved roads, mandatory
setbacks, sidewalks, driveways, streetlights, and underground
utilities. The same year this home was built, W. E. Barnard of
Nevada Developers, Inc. was placing four pairs of large, distinctive stone monuments to herald the entrance to the Newlands
Manor tract along Nixon Avenue, the final two just north of our
featured home. The neighborhood is an eclectic mix of Tudor
Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, and Craftsman bungalows,
just to name a few of the varied architectural types found
here. The Newlands Historic District has been recognized for its

Though this location was quite a distance from town, west
of Reno on the South Verdi Road, Rick’s Resort was a popular
place from its opening in 1909. In 1910, it gained national
attention when it became the training camp for Jack Johnson who was in town to fight Jim Jeffries, undefeated
“heavyweight champion of the world.” In 1918, when Nevada
enacted Prohibition, it ran into financial difficulties. The
property was taken over by Reno kingpins Bill Graham and
Jim McKay in 1922, who undertook an expensive renovation,
creating an elegant nightclub and gambling house known as
The Willows and thumbing their noses at Prohibition. While
it closed for remodeling in 1932, the club burned to the
ground. The Darrah family purchased the land by 1940 and
held it until the new century. The South Verdi Road, as late
as 1930, began at the foot of the hill where California Avenue
ended, just past where the large stone residence known as

1300 Humboldt Street (1940)
O’Brien’s Southbrae Addition
This home was built in O’Brien’s Southbrae Addition, platted
in 1908. In 1909, James O’Brien ran the following notice in the
Nevada State Journal: “NO DANGER OF FLOODS! If you buy a lot
and build in O’Brien’s Southbrae Addition. All lots high and dry,

importance to Reno’s historic architecture, including “a stylistic
diversity and level of design quality rare in Northern Nevada,”
according to the Nevada State Historic Preservation Office.
Residents are proud of their neighborhood, as evidenced by
the strong Newlands Neighborhood Association and efforts to
maintain the beauty and livability of their historic district.

with a gentle slope to the east which sheds water as does a
duck’s back. They’re right on the Interurban car line, within a
mile of the business center and the prices—$200 to $350—are
less than half than what others are asking for inferior lots.”
The Interurban was streetcar service that operated between
downtown Reno, along Plumas, to the Moana Springs Resort.
This was a huge selling point at that time; cars were not
common and as pointed out above with the Sinclair neighborhood, Reno’s business center was north of the river. This home
was built by Charles H. Hancock of the contracting firm of
Hancock & Hancock, a longtime local father and son business.
Hancock ran the following ad in 1938: “5 new homes completed, 3 under construction. Also have 40 lots upon any of which
our architect will design a house for you.” The housing trade
was booming in this pre-war era; materials were plentiful and
Reno was moving southward. Garages were becoming a standard feature of new homes and often attached to the home.
Throughout 1939, Hancock & Hancock were still advertising
new homes priced at $5,000 through $9,000.

The Castle was under construction. The road continued west,
past where the Village Shopping Center would be located
some 25 years later, and meandered out to where an old iron
bridge crossed the river, meeting up with Highway 40 on its
way to Verdi. It would not be until the late 1960s that the leg
from this property westward was annexed to the city.
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those amazing automobiles!
he Machine Age and the Automobile have
changed the lives of people everywhere. The
Automobile, the bridges, the roads and the
businesses to support the Automobile have
brought employment to many and changed the landscape of
the country from an agrarian society to an urban society.
The 1860 Worcester’s Comprehensive Dictionary defines
Automobile as “A machine so constructed as to appear selfmoving, and imitating the action of men or animals.” This
certainly can be a definition of our 1905 Chism Wagon. This
year all of our tour homes are minus an attached garage.
In the years to follow, homes were forced by the public to
have an attached garage, then a double garage, and then
more. The Automobile (with an engine) has taken over our
Society since that 1860 definition of the Automobile.
You don’t have to be a car fanatic to admire the craftsmanship and design of vintage autos. We are pleased to offer
these vehicles for viewing this year:

Fast forward more than a century and a Silver Springs man
named Steve White is driving through Dayton, where he
caught sight of an old spoked wheel peeking from under
a tarp alongside a residence. The owner said he bought
it from people in Mound House nine years earlier. Noting
Steve’s interest and enthusiasm, the two made a deal for
the wagon. Steve took it home and applied several coats
of polyurethane to try to preserve what vestiges of the
original patina remained. In doing research, he came across

10

longer able to keep her after thirty years. His only request
was that she stay stock and be driven. The Mattson’s have
kept his trust and she is the same today as she was when
they got her. Many parades and leisurely drives have kept
her busy. She retains her 6-volt electrical system, mechanical brakes and 201 cu inch, 40 hp motor. She has been in
the company of many of her many Model A siblings on cruises. She will remain as part of Brenda and Gary’s family us as
long as they can give her the life that she needs.

615 Sinclair Street (Built 1905)
190s Chism Ice Cream Wagon
Owners: Jack Hursh and Loren Jahn
In 1905, a young man named Edward Chism established
an ice cream business in Reno. By 1907, he was using a
horse-drawn delivery wagon to sell his ice cream door to
door. By 1916, a shiny new canvas-topped Model T Ford
replaced the wagon.

a story on Chism Ice Cream from a 2014 HRPS FootPrints.
There was an early photo of the wagon, so Steve was able
to replicate the original wagon canopy. Steve called Debbie
Hinman who contacted Jack Hursh. Jack loved old barns—
why not an old wagon? Jack was enthusiastic and went to
Silver Springs with his history sidekick Loren Jahn—back
they came with the wagon in tow. In July, 2018, the wagon
was unveiled at Bartley Ranch Regional Park.
151 Wonder Street (Built 1925)
1929 Ford Model A Tudor
Owners: Brenda and Gary Mattson
This 1929 Ford Model A Tudor, named “Bluebell,” entered
Brenda and Gary’s life in 1998. They found her with a
ragged, hand written “for sale” sign on her windshield,
alone and lonely in an abandoned parking lot in front of the
old iconic Capri restaurant, in south San Jose along the Old
Monterrey Road. The owner, an older gentleman, met Brenda
and Gary in that parking lot and explained that he was no

AT A GLANCE
2018 Vehicles at Tour Homes

619 Sinclair Street: 1910 Chism Wagon
Vehicle Owners: Jack Hursh & Loren Jahn
151 Wonder Street: 1929 Model A Tudor
Vehicle Owners: Gary & Brenda Mattson
161 Wonder Street: 1929 Graham-Paige 615 Sedan
Vehicle Owners: Hal Pobst & Patty Malailua
1300 Humboldt: 1950 Buick
Vehicle Owners: Jerry Valenti and Joni Dickson
1118 Nixon: 1941 Mercury
Vehicle Owner: Clay Carlson
2775 Mayberry: 1961 Ford Falcon Station Wagon
Vehicle Owner: Carol Hawkins
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those amazing automobiles, continued

161 Wonder Street (Built 1925)
1929 Graham-Paige 615 Sedan
Owners: Hal Pobst & Patty Malailua
Hal and Patty are the proud owners of the completely restored
1929 Graham-Paige. It underwent a meticulous restoration for
eight years beginning in 2006. Graham automobiles are not
common. The brothers Joseph Graham, Robert Graham, and
Ray Graham manufactured the vehicles from 1928 until 1940.
Graham production ceased in 1940, and Kaiser-Frazer acquired

only 8,556 convertibles were built. There was a resemblance
to the Fords, but the Mercury was wider, roomier and more
impressive in appearance – especially in its front-end styling.
Clay’s ’41 has won two trophies at the Spring Fever Revival car
show, in 2017 the “Hot Augusts Nights Pick” and in 2018 the
first-place trophy by popular vote for the 1900-1948 stock
cars. For Hot August Nights 2018, this car was awarded the
honor of “official runner up” for the official poster car and was
featured in official Hot August Nights publications.

ing the engine with a dual carburetor from a 1941 Buick and a
dual exhaust system. As a nod to Jerry’s youthful hot-rodding
days, he added a set of eighty-inch Lake pipes to the exhaust
system and replaced the steel rims with period correct wire
spoke wheels. The car retains its original interior, instrumentation and AM radio. It has received over fifty awards, including
several Best of Show’s and the Sparks Mayor’s Choice Award
twice. In 2013, the car received the Governor of Nevada trophy
during Hot August Nights and in 2014, selected the poster car
for Hot August Nights.
2775 Mayberry (Built 1909, 1922, 1940, 1952)
1961 Ford Falcon Wagon
Owner: Carol Hawkins
Richard Hawkins of Spanish Springs purchased this car in 2014.
This has always been a Nevada car and retains its original
engine with just over 55,000 miles. It’s in original condition
and has not been restored. The original owner lived and kept

its automotive assets in 1947. Graham produced more supercharged cars than any other automobile manufacturer until the
1990s. Graham manufactured vehicles in Detroit and marketed
them in Canada, Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Norway
and Denmark, and the U.S. There were over 1,800 automobile
manufacturers in the U.S. from 1896 until 1930—after the
Depression and WWII, there were few new manufacturers.
1118 Nixon Avenue (Built 1927)
1941 Mercury 8 Club Convertible
Owner: Clay Carlson

1300 Humboldt Street (Built 1940)
1950 Buick Sedanet
Owners: Jerry Valenti and Joni Dickson
Jerry Valenti and Joni Dickson acquired the classic 1950 Buick
two-door “Sedanet,” fastback in June 2009. The car has all of
its original suspension and undercarriage, Straight Eight 248
cubic inch motor and three-speed standard transmission with
column mounted shift. Jerry refurbished the car by augment-

it in Gardnerville for over 45 years, for which most of that time
it was garaged. The second owner moved it to Minden, where
over 18 years he also kept it garaged and did a few cosmetic
improvements. Richard was the third owner; he passed away
in 2016. The beautiful shine on the original paint is the result
of many hours of waxing and polishing. The car is now kept
garaged by the Hawkins in Spanish Springs. Carol and son David
are members of the Vintage Fords of Northern Nevada.

Clay bought this car in 2001, after a year of searching. He
rebuilt the drive train and completely rewired the car. He then
had it professionally painted to what is close to its original
color and replaced the convertible top. The tires were replaced
with wide whitewalls, matching the original tires. The Mercury
was first introduced in 1939, to bridge the gap between Ford
and Lincoln. In 1941, only one Mercury model was offered and
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About Historic Reno Preservation Society (HRPS)
or more than twenty years, Historic Reno Preservation Society (HRPS) has been sharing its love
of Reno’s unique heritage with the community.
Among HRPS efforts in Education and Advocacy:

• Our Harvest of Homes Tour that supports our Neighborhood Preservation Fund
• Our website, HistoricReno.org keeps you up to date on
these activities and issues you should be aware of

• Two intriguing public programs each month, held in
October and then January through May

• An endowed scholarship program at UNR

• More than 30 different walking tours and a bike tour
during May, June, July and September

To join HRPS, go to our website HistoricReno.org and select
JOIN US. If you don’t have internet access, call the Home
Tour Chair, Carol Coleman, at 775-560-0602, and she will
arrange for a paper membership form to be sent to you.

• An increased role in 2018 advocating for historic preservation, including efforts for preserving the Caughlin
Ranch house, Ralston Street homes, Center Street
Homes, and the Mid-Century Motels
• Our informative quarterly publication FootPrints

• Watch our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram sites for updates
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HRPS Board & Supporting Positions

Officers, 2018-19

President: Carol Coleman
Vice President: ZoAnn Campana
Secretary: Sharon Honig-Bear
Treasurer: Robert Harmon Sr,
Past President: Byllie Andrews

Board of Directors, 2018-2019
Eric Broili • Holly Walton-Buchanan
John Farrow • Robert Harmon Sr. • Jen Johanson

chair positions

Advisory Advocacy Committee: Barrie Lynn
FootPrints Editor: Debbie Hinman
Home Tour: Carol Coleman
HRC Liaison: Debbie Hinman
Membership: Katy Phillips
NPF Administrator: Cindy Ainsworth
Programs: Shery Hayes-Zorn & Kim Roberts
Social Media: Jen Johanson
Walking Tours: Bill Kolton & John Farrow
Website: Rosie Cevasco

he HRPS Home Tour was conceived to generate
income for a very special HRPS venture: the
Neighborhood Preservation Fund. Our intention is to be a friend of preservation by providing grants for
building improvement and to rehabilitate historic (over 50
years) structures in Reno. The goal is to improve curb appeal
and the look of older neighborhoods. Work focuses on the
exterior of buildings and in a manner authentic with the
original architectural style. We have aided in the preservation of over 40 buildings! Thanks to Jack Hursh and Cindy
Ainsworth, who ably lead the strong panel of local experts
in history, architecture and construction: Sharon Honig-Bear,
Scott Learey, Kimberly Roberts and ZoAnn Campana. As our
list of grant recipients grew, we added a page to our website,
historicreno.org, so that all past winners can be viewed.

Please go to our website and enjoy the scope of our good
work in the community…and check out the Grant Guidelines
and Application for the next cycle. For more information, call
(775) 747-4478.
Additional donations to this fund are always welcome!
Donate on the HRPS website historicreno.org or ask a ticket
taker at any home on the Home Tour for a HRPS membership
application to make a contribution to help us make our neighborhoods better.

2018 NPF Grant Award
235 Lee Avenue
Owners Andrea & Peter Ames: installation of a new roof to
their lovingly rehabilitated property:
When they remodeled the kitchen, they installed casings and
doors in keeping with the rest of the home and replaced linoleum and carpeting with
quarter-sawn hardwood.
A few years later, they
purchased window inserts
to make the house more
energy efficient without
compromising the historic
wood windows.

Preserving Historic Buildings with the Neighborhood Preservation Fund
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We provide an overview map for you, and a hint of how you might go from house to house;
either begin at the first house and drive to the last, or begin at the last house and drive to the first:
· (1) 619 Sinclair Street (1905)
· (2 & 3) 151 & 161 Wonder Street (1925)
· (5) 1300 Humboldt Street (1940)
· (4) 1118 Nixon Avenue (1927) (Nixon is one-way south)
· (6) 2775 Mayberry Drive (1909, 1930, 1940, 1952) (Connecting street Arroyo is one-way east)
YOU MAY START AT ANY TOUR HOME AND YOU CAN VISIT THE HOMES IN ANY ORDER.

2018 featured homes

619 Sinclair Street
(c. 1905)

his historic home was built on Sinclair
Street in Reno’s early Southside Addition
at a time when land south of the river was
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All modern conveniences.” This must have sounded very
enticing to the Butlers because they bought the home
shortly thereafter. John Butler was a prominent Reno
man who owned the Reno Electric Company and was the
City of Reno Electrician. John, his wife Bessie, daughter
Vivian and Mrs. Butler’s aunt, Mary Emmett, occupied
the home. In 1912, the Butlers advertised a room for
rent, “well-furnished with bathroom; suitable for one
or two gentlemen.” In 1916, Mrs. Emmett, described as
a Nevada pioneer from Ireland, passed away. Services
were held at the Butler home. Around 1931, veterinarian Walter Harold Hilts purchased 619 Sinclair. He ran
his veterinary practice out of the home. The Hilts family
occupied the home for many years, though they too rent-

undertaken to match the original construction, and
the interior has been completely renovated in a style
appropriate to the home’s age. Thanks to a 2016 Neighborhood Preservation Fund grant from HRPS, the house
is bright and cheerful with fresh paint inside and out.
The common areas feature a homey and well-equipped
kitchen with individual storage units and a laundry in the
basement. As a special treat, some of the willing residents will allow a peek inside their studio units.
The Butler House is one of Reno’s true adaptive reuse
success stories and once again the crown jewel of the
Southside Addition.

primarily ranch land and fields. Around the turn of the
century, homes had begun springing up in the area. Our
featured home was larger than most, a lovely dwelling illustrative of the Free Classic Queen Anne style.
It exhibits the irregular massing, asymmetry, and
steeply-pitched roof of the Queen Anne style, while
incorporating Classical details such as Tuscan porch
columns and dentils. A generous porch wraps around the
southeast corner of the house. The wood sash windows
feature wide molded surrounds, and some of the upper
sashes are accentuated with leaded glass.
A newspaper ad in November 1907 read: “Are you looking
for a bargain? An elegant new home for just the money
it would cost to build it. Nine rooms. Two bathrooms.

ed out rooms. In the 1980s, scenes from the movie The
Wizard, starring such notable names as Christian Slater,
Beau Bridges and Fred Savage, were filmed at this residence. Dr. Hilts passed away in 1975; Ruth continued to
own the home until her death in 1999, at the age of 102.
The property then became a boarding house, then a halfway house. It suffered from neglect in its latter years
and appeared to be a prime candidate for demolition.
Salvation came when Dr. Larry Klaich and wife Chris saw
the home and fell in love, looking beyond its disrepair
and seeing only its style and possibilities. Today it is
short-term housing, featuring attractive individual
studio units with individual bathrooms, and a community kitchen. Repairs to the exterior have been carefully

AT A GLANCE
619 Sinclair Street

BUILT: 1905
OWNERS: Chris and Larry Klaich, since 2016
SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,640
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES:
• Free Classic Queen Anne
• V&T Railroad was one block away
• 8 bedrooms, 8 baths, short-term studio units
• Tour’s adaptive reuse property
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2018 featured homes, continued

151 & 161 Wonder Street
(1925)

ur featured homes sit on Wonder Street,
which was once Mann Street. It often
happened in Reno that a street would be
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page 23 (171 Wonder not on the tour). He maintained
the homes as rental properties until his death in 1969.
Tony was a larger-than-life figure in 1920s and 30s
Reno, though he occupied a modest 600-square-foot
wood frame home behind 151, at 151 1⁄2. Around 1929,

tor to add a bedroom and half bath to the rear of each
home. Upon Pecetti’s death, the homes were sold to
local advertising man Mel Mathewson. Mathewson was
a popular figure in Reno who created the “Harolds Club
or Bust” campaign that became world famous and was
instrumental in forming the Reno Ad Club’s annual
Sheep Dip Show. The two homes were always popular rentals: Nevada Bell line assigner John Solaro and
his family lived at 151 for many years and in the early
1980s, Mathewson’s firm Graphics Unlimited had an
office there. In the 1950s, James Eason had a bookkeeping business at 161. Upon Mathewson’s death, his
three daughters inherited the homes.
continued on page 22

absorbed by a neighboring street on the next block and
that is what happened here, in the McCormick Addition,
around 1950. These side-by-side bungalows illustrate
the decorative brick detailing that is characteristic of
Reno’s historic neighborhoods. The prominent front
porches, low-pitched roofs, and slightly flared eaves are
indicative of the Craftsman style, which was the dominant style for American small houses from 1905 to the
1920s. In Reno, the style’s popularity lingered into the
1940s and was often paired with the decorative brickwork of Italian masons; this mason used an eye-catching
blend of red and yellow bricks on these bungalows.
Well-loved local musician, Tony Pecetti, had three
homes built: 151, 161, and 171 Wonder, see picture

he opened Tony’s El Patio Ballroom which was one of
Reno’s premier hot spots with stellar entertainment.
Tony and his band (he played accordion) often provided
music entertainment for local events. He was a huge
home movie enthusiast; Tony’s movies have been transferred to DVD and will be shown in the houses during
the tour. Music from 78 rpm records may also be accompanying the video, played on a vintage console unit from
Wilson’s Electronics in Reno.
Both homes began as 750-square-foot houses with full
basements and 17 windows, prompting owner Barrie
Lynn’s statement, “They are like fish bowls!” But they
are also filled with air and light that make them feel
homey and warm. In 1942, Pecetti hired a local contrac-

AT A GLANCE
151 Wonder Street

BUILT: 1925
OWNERS: Barrie and Bryan Lynn, since 2004
SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,696
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES:
• Small Brick Craftsman
• Land once owned by Litch Ranch
• First owner musician Tony Pecetti
• DVD of Pecetti’s films of 20s and 30s to play in home
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2018 featured homes, continued from page 17
Barrie Lynn purchased 161 in 2004 and 151 shortly thereafter, when the new owner decided to move elsewhere.
Barrie and husband Bryan have taken on monumental
tasks, restoring the homes to their original style and
correcting poor remodels that occurred over the years.
The exterior of 161 had unaccountably been painted
blue and Barrie spent months laboriously removing the
paint by hand, to restore the original red brick with
gold accents. The paint was also removed from the
exterior of 151, though because it had been there much
longer, sandblasting the brick was the only option. The
next large project was restoring the front porch of
161. It had been enclosed at some point, so the Lynns
removed the structure and rebuilt the porch wall using

The two homes are very similar in design with a few
slight differences. 161 has windows on either side of
the front door; 151 does not. The master bathrooms
in both homes have been beautifully remodeled using
vintage sinks, and in the case of 161, a salvaged mirror
and beautiful vintage replica tile. Both homes have
built-in cabinets in the small dining area and a storage area in the front room that Barrie believes to have
held Murphy beds, and now contains the washer and
dryer. Both kitchens have been redone as they were
both victims of bad remodels over the years. 161 has a
large vintage stove tucked away in an alcove behind the
kitchen proper and Barrie has used Marmoleum composition tiles to replicate the old asbestos linoleum tiles
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these, Barrie and Bryan selected quality vinyl over wood
windows that do not detract from the style of the
homes but are low maintenance.
These homes are poster children for careful restoration
and preservation and we’re very fortunate to have them
on the tour. They are truly “Wonder”ful!

period bricks from a nearby garage demolition. Barrie
had tapered columns custom made for the porch, and a
lovely wood door completed the restoration, courtesy of
a HRPS Neighborhood Preservation Fund grant.

of yesteryear. Shelves, rather than cabinets, give both
kitchens a vintage feel. The floors in the living room
and bedroom are the original wood floors, restored to
their former beauty. Some of the windows are original
with “wavy glass” but others had to be replaced. For

AT A GLANCE
161 Wonder Street

BUILT: 1925
OWNERS: Barrie and Bryan Lynn, since 2004
SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,682
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES:
• Small Brick Craftsman
• V&T Railroad was one block away
• Part of the McCormick Addition
• In West of Wells Conservation District
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2018 featured homes, continued
information has been lost in history. The home resembles a
small castle, with its tower, smooth white stucco-over-brick
exterior and distinctive wood door.

1118 Nixon
(1927)

eautiful homes abound in the delightful
Newlands neighborhood and this home is
certainly one of them. The house at 1118 Nixon

There were rental ads early on for this home but in 1930, a
Mrs. Vera Sale is shown as the owner. A large ad that year
touted The Manor Heights School, Est. 1927 at this address.
It had formerly been known as the University Heights School
(oddly, this home is located in Newlands Terrace, not Manor
Heights). Mrs. Sale was the school’s director and lived in the
home with her 7-year-old son and Danish servant; around
that time she also owned the Vanitie Dress Shop in Reno.
Her tenancy was short-lived, however. An ad appeared in the
newspaper for this address in September of 1931: “Artistic
Home for sale or rent by owner in finest residential location.”

work on the home during his nearly 40-year tenure. The home
has lovely wood windows throughout; Anderson changed out
the windows that were likely steel casements. There were
signs of an extensive workshop and a darkroom in the basement. Arjen and Kristin have furnished the home very simply
which allows the charm of the home itself to be the focal
point. A beautiful wood dining table and several smaller tables
were the work of a friend of Arjen’s. Arjen did a complete
remodel of the kitchen, opening up a wall and adding a large
breakfast bar. A small breakfast nook occupies the roundwalled tower. The original bathroom has a beautiful sea foam
green and black color scheme in the wall tile and floor.
We know you will love the home’s quiet elegance and
historic charm.

Avenue is a one-story Tudor Revival style dwelling with an
L-shaped plan and intersecting steeply-pitched roofs. It is
characterized by a round tower with a pointed conical roof,
narrow casement windows, and a projecting front gable with
a large, round-arched window. Note the handsome pentagonal
front door with inset windows. The residence is located near
the south end of the Newlands Historic District; the District is
now on the National Register of Historic Places.
Real estate developer W. E. Barnard, who often built homes
resembling Spanish missions or fairytale castles, created
much of this neighborhood. Two past offerings of our home
tour include Barnard’s Greystone Castle on Joaquin Miller and
El Mirasol on Bret Harte. Barnard tended to name his homes;
if this was one of his creations and once had a name, that

In 1932, a newspaper story mentioned residents, Doctors
George and John J. Kolb, who were hosting a boyhood friend
from Norway, Bernt Balchen. Balchen was a close friend of
Roald Amundsen and became one of the first four men to fly
over the South Pole.
In October of 1934, the Samuel Ginsburg family of Ginsburg
Jewelers purchased the home. Ginsburg had lived in Reno since
1915. His father Harry had established a successful jewelry
business that thrived through 1971. Another longer-term
owner was the Dr. Dana Little family, from around 1952 into
the 1960s. Victor Anderson, of Victor Anderson Portraiture
purchased the home in the late 1960s and owned it until
current owners, Arjen and Kristen Kuyper, purchased it in
2017. Anderson was apparently very handy and did a lot of

AT A GLANCE
1118 Nixon Avenue

BUILT: 1927
OWNERS: Arjen and Kristin Kuyper, since 2017
SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,890
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES:
• Stucco Tudor Revival
• In Newlands Historic District
• Once residence of Samuel Ginsburg
• Like a small castle with round tower
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2018 featured homes, continued

1300 Humboldt
(1940)

itting on a large corner lot in a lovely, quiet
neighborhood, is this one-story cottage
built in the Period Revival style. It features a

turer and his wife Edythe was a secretary at Platt &
Sinai Attorneys, a well-known local firm. They sold the
home in August of 1942 to the Edes of Sierra Valley,
who sold it to Thomas and Merle Heany in December of
1942. Tom Heany’s father was from County Cork, Ireland
who became noteworthy for perfecting air brakes
that became standard equipment for all railroads. The
Heanys, who had three daughters, would occupy the
home for the next 30+ years. Heany was an accountant,
but sold automobiles for many years at Revada Sales
Co., specializing in Reo and Star automobiles. Following the deaths of Tom and Merle, the home was sold to
the Donalds, then to Andy and Shirie Wallace in 1982.
Shirie’s current home is the Abner Sewell home on

to incorporate a breakfast nook. Upstairs is a lovely,
vintage-looking bedroom and small bath. On the exterior, Jerry had the lovely paver circular driveway added
to keep the cars safer off the street and it makes a nice
first impression of the front of the home, along with
the low roofline and scalloped shingles. A detached
workshop was added at the back of the house, built with
brick that is amazingly close to the brick of the home,
and the roofline was designed to precisely mimic the
house’s roofline. There is a secluded deck with a beautiful wood railing and curved iron spindles.
No doubt, Charles Hancock would be very pleased with
the care that has been given this home.

steeply-pitched clipped gable roof, red brick walls, and
multi-light casement windows. Decorative brickwork
can be seen in the window lintels and sills, the exterior
chimney, and the water table.
In November of 1939, a permit was issued to Charles H.
Hancock for a residence at this address, in the amount
of $7,000. This home is in O’Brien’s Southbrae Addition
that was adjacent to the Hancock Addition. Hancock
& Hancock General Contractors were prolific builders
in this southwest sector of the city, known for their
solid, well-crafted homes. The business included an
architect, who would built to suit clients. This 1300
Humboldt house was first the home of the Mulheron
family. William Mulheron was an auto body manufac-

Monroe Street, which was featured on our first Home
Tour in 2010.
Today’s owners, Joni Dickson and Jerry Valenti,
purchased the home in 1991. The home has been a
labor of love for them. Jerry has done much of the work
himself, and provided ideas for larger projects. Remodeling has been done tastefully and in keeping with the
home’s era and style. Even doorways have been styled
to match an original opening. The dining room has faux
wainscoting which looks very authenic; wallpaper panels
above add a quaint quality to the room. The kitchen
was completely remodeled with new flooring, cabinets
and appliances. The new kitchen takes advantage of an
earlier addition where the end wall was “bumped out”

AT A GLANCE
1300 Humboldt Street

BUILT: 1940
OWNERS: Joni Dickson and Jerry Valenti, since 1990
SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1738
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES:
• Period Revival cottage
• Hancock-built home
• Detached workshop matches home exterior
• Once close to Interurban trolley line on Plumas
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2018 featured homes, continued
a large, white plantation-style structure and Johnson
trained out behind it.

2775 Mayberry Drive
(1952)

his property has been known for some time
as “The Enchanted Garden,” and for good
reason. This incredible garden, with its

With the advent of Prohibition, times became hard for
the business and in 1922, it was purchased by Reno’s
infamous duo, James McKay and William Graham. These
two, owners of various speakeasies around town as well
as houses of ill repute, poured money into the structure
and created an exclusive club known as The Willows. The
Willows offered games of chance, musical entertainment, dancing and alcoholic libations when the Prohibition
agents weren’t looking. Patrons included gamblers and
fun-seekers from around the western states as well as
upscale members of Reno’s divorce colony. The club burned
to the ground in 1932 and was never rebuilt.

doors that open to the patio. In 2010, the couple added
a large master suite. Just recently, Tim built a vestibule
to the living room using reclaimed wood from Wildflower
Village. In working on the house and garden structures,
Tim has remained firm in his resolve to repurpose materials whenever possible. The brick walkways through the
garden came from the walls of the old Granada Theater
and two cabins from the Highway 40 Siesta Motel stand in
the garden looking as if they have been there forever.
This is truly a magic place and all of Reno owes the Elams a
debt for preserving it.

stone bridge, meandering stream, delightful plantings,
and bits of reclaimed history, surrounds a charming
cottage home with Craftsman elements, looking as if it
magically appeared in the midst of the greenery.
Though this home dates from the period 1950-1960,
the land it sits on is steeped in history. Mayberry Drive
was once the South Verdi Road, leading to California.
This site is significant as the location of the roadhouse
Rick’s Resort in the early 1900s. The roadhouse was
owned by Rick DeBernardi and was a popular stop on
the way to California, known for its $1 chicken dinners.
It gained national attention in 1910 as home to the
training camp for Jack Johnson, winner of the internationally known 1910 Johnson-Jeffries fight. Rick’s was

The Lee Darrah family bought the property around 193940 and built an attractive home on the west end. In 1952,
Darrah took out a building permit for a “temporary residence” which was listed for rent throughout the 1960s.
The parcel was separated at some point and this smaller
residence is likely the home you are viewing today. John
Luchetti, the son of Joan Elam who, with husband Tim,
owns the property today, bought it around 1994. When
John’s family decided to move, Tim and Joan moved into
the home, then purchased it in 2004 and began renovations to make it more livable. The current kitchen once
housed the bathroom and bedroom, and the basement
was unfinished. The kitchen today is beautiful and efficient, and the old kitchen is now a lovely dining area with

AT A GLANCE
2775 Mayberry Drive

BUILT: 1952
OWNERS: Tim and Joan Elam, since 1994
SQUARE FOOTAGE: 682+
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES:
• 1909 Rick’s Resort housed Jack Johnson training camp
• 1922-1932 The Willows elegant nightclub
and gambling house
• Lovely cottage surrounded by lush gardens
• Two 1940s Hwy 40 cabins from the Siesta Motel
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the harvest of homes tour thanks…
ZoAnn Campana
Architectural Consultant and Researcher
Steve Ellison and LSN Studios
for Program photography
Double Click Design
for design, layout, and printing
David Lowndes for photography

Our costumed volunteer:
Karalea Clough
Sharon Walbridge, Carol Coleman, Jean Green
and Sharon Honig-Bear
for donation of KUNR radio spots
Washoe County Assessor
for Square footage records of the houses

Our Ticket Outlets
Sundance Bookstore
St. Ives Florist
Marcy’s Gallery and Gifts
Rail City Garden Center
Labels Consignment Boutique
Moana Nursery
The Freckled Frog
Homeowners
Chris & Larry Klaich
Barrie & Bryan Lynn
Joni Dickson & Jerry Valenti Arjen & Kristin Kuypur
Tim & Joan Elam
Vehicle Owners
Jack Hursh & Loren Jahn
Gail & Steve Richards
Clay Carlson

Gary & Brenda Mattson
Jerry Valenti & Joni Dickson
Carol Hawkins

Home Hosts
Cindy Ainsworth
Sandi Bitler
Tom Cates
Sheryln Hayes-Zorn
Sharon Honig-Bear
Laura Leonard
Barrie Lynn
Liz Motter
Joy Orlich
Kimberly Roberts
Kitty Umbraco

Byllie Andrews
Phyllis Cates
Karalea Clough
Debbie Hinman
Jen Johanson
Laurie Leonard
Nancy Manfredi
JoAnn Newbury
Brandi Quaglieri
Russell Umbraco
Marilee Watts

Support Team
Rosie Cevasco		
Carol Coleman
Linda Doerr		
Diana Kreuger
		
David Lowndes

Volunteers
Adams, Suzanne (Mimi)
Ainsworth, Cindy*
Anderson, Virginia
Andrews, Byllie*
Asikainen, Carolyn
Backus, Sandy
Barnes, Barry
Barnes, Liz
Barr, Carol*
Bartlett, Carolyn*
Basye, Geri*
Batchelor, Milly*
Bitler, Sandi*
Black, Coleen
Blackwood, Bill
Bonar, Jim
Borlund, Linda
Breckenridge Karl*

Britt, Sarah
Brown, Donna
Brown, June
Burgess, Ann
Campana, Zoann*
Carlson, Brad
Cates,Phyllis*
Cates, Tom
Cevasco, Rosie*
Chapman, Barbara
Chiaravalle, Jan
Chiaravalle, Tony & Dtr
Clough, Karalea
Coleman, Carol
Conaboy, Linda*
Cummings, Jacque*
Doerr, Linda Patrucco*
Dyer, Joan

Evans, Kathy
Flores, Carol*
Fowler, Joel
Frederick, Judy
Graham, Virginia
Harmon Sr., Bob
Haugen, Sharon
Hawkins, Paula
Hayes-Zorn, Sheryln*
Hinman, Debbie*
Honig-Bear, Sharon*
Hugret, Mark
Hursh, Jack*
Jacobsen, Gina*
Jahn, Loren
Jameson, Nita*
Jasper, Alyson
Johanson, Jen*

Karlin, Torrey*
Keller, Bev*
Klos, Pat
Krueger, Dianna*
Leonard, Laura*
Leonard, Laurie*
Lowndes, David*
Lynn, Barrie*
Manfredi, Nancy*
Matles, Marty
Mattes, Linda*
Mcenaney, Melissa
Meadows, Susie
Merlet, Pam
Mingo, Mary
Motter, Elizabeth*
Neumann, Donna*
Newbury, Joann*

Newman, Linda*
Orlich, Joy*
Padgett, Nancy
Peltier, Kathy
Perry, Liz
Phillips, Katy
Quaglieri, Brandi*
Richter, Jeri
Ringkob, Paula
Ritchey, Sandra
Roberts, Kimberly*
Robinson, Jan*
Rogalla, Carolyn
Ross, Kristina*
Roth, Donna*
Roth, Mike*
Rowe, Bart
Scheuler, Pam

Simone, Anne*
Spinelli, Bobbie
Thompson, Lauri
Umbraco, Kitty
Umbraco, Russell
Voitoff, Charlotte*
Walker, Pam
Wallace, Shirie*
Walton-Buchanan, Holly
Watts, Marilee*
White, Sandy
Wiebke, Shannon*
Williams, Lori*
Young, Carrie
Young, Chloe
Zoch, Anton*
Zoch, Catherine*

* Denotes previous Home Tour volunteers. Thank you!
We aim to have our lists accurate, through our publication deadline is mid-August. Our apologies for any oversights.
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Our Featured Homes
The houses highlighted in this year’s tour include:
A stately Queen Anne in one of Reno’s earliest neighborhoods,
now a revitalized area;
Two lovely, small brick bungalows within the West of Wells
neighborhood, built on lands once encompassing the nearby
Litch Ranch;
A unique stucco Tudor Revival in the ever-popular
Newlands Historic District;
A graceful brick Hancock-built home in a quiet
southwest neighborhood east of Arlington;
And a jewel of a cottage, on an historic site
surrounded by lush gardens.
HistoricReno.org
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