


FIVE YEARS OLD AND ON THE MOVE!

mk you! HRPS has enjoyed a
remarkably successful year. It can
be attributed to members and

friends who attend our monthly
programs, to the volunteers who lead
our historic walking tours, to
volunteers who help with the
newsletter production and mailing,
and to those who, in many quiet
ways, help out with various events

during the year.

Special thanks must be extended to

the people who present our monthly
programs. Attendance continues to

escalate, which is a testament to the
quality of the presentations. To all of
you who volunteer your time, talent,
and knowledge as presenters, we are

very grateful.

I must acknowledge the dedication and

hard work of the members of the Board
of Directors of HRPS. Thanks to them,
we achieved some very important
milestones in our rapidly growing
organization. As we “grow up”, certain
requirements become clear. The Board
worked diligently to develop and adopta
strategic plan. The plan is included in the
newsletter. The Board also developed and
adopted a budget. In addition to
budgeting for such current expenses as
the newsletter, program schedules,
invitations to various events, and costs
associated with walking tours and
programs, the budget is a tool for
anticipating future fiscal needs. We
continue to network with several other
groups in the area whose focus is on
historic preservation and cultural
tourism. Our walking tours not only
remain a part of Artown in July, but
became a part of Spirit of Artown

during the winter. They are an integral
part of Historic Preservation Week
observances in May, as well. Attendance
on the walks has also burgeoned.

We do manage to throw quite a party
in the autumn! This has become a
tradition of fun, while acknowledging
the historic treasures which we
celebrate in the community.

So, thank you for participating in the
success of HRPS. Keep up the good
work. We welcome your comments
and suggestions.

Kathy Wishouwt

President

CALLING ALL PHOTOS, MEMORIES, MEMORABILIA

PS is planning a special
elebration sometime in the
Il at the California Building.

We are looking for any photos or
memorabilia that you may have of
the California Building, the
Transcontinental Highways
Exposition, or the Lincoln and
Victory Highways. Stories about
events held at the California Building
would be great too. I'm sure a few of
you HPRS members have some very
fond memories of the building.

2002 marks the 75th Anniversary
of both the California Building and
the Transcontinental Highways
Exposition. The Exposition took
place from June 25 through August
1, 1927, celebrating the completion
of the Victory Highway (Highway
40, then later Highway 80) and the
Lincoln Highway (now Highway 50
and Highway 40). This was quite

an important event for Reno and
for Nevada. Reno saw much
building growth during 1927 and
made it a point to improve city
streets for the celebration.
Northern Californians came by
planes, trains, and automobiles to
the major transportation event.

Idlewild Park was the Exposition's
site. Acquired from the Francis G.
Newlands Estate in May, 1923, the
park grounds were designed by
Donald Mclaren, a San Francisco
landscape architect who had
designed the grounds for the 1915
Panama-Pacific Exposition.

The 1926 California legislature
appropriated $100,000 for the
California Building and for their
exhibits at the Exposition - quite a
sum for that time. Reno contractor
Joseph C. Dillard was awarded a

$23,333 contract to erect the
building.

In 1927, through a California
legislative resolution, the California
Building was dedicated to those who
lost their lives in World War I and
presented to American Legion Post
No. 1. In 1938 the Legion Post
transferred ownership of the building
to the City of Reno. And in 2002 the
interior of the building will be
refurbished to its former glory.

To contribute, please contact Cindy
i a /- .

Ainsworth at 747-0340 —

Sources:

The California Building by Phillip Earl, 1992

"California Building Busier Than Ever,"

Nevada State Journal, 8/22/1965







THE MASTER’S WORKS:
A BUS TOUR OF FREDERIC J. DELONGCHAMPS’
BUILDINGS IN THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS

onald James, our State Historic Preservation Officer, called him "Nevada's Historic Architect.” During his career of sixty
years, DeLongchamps designed more than five hundred buildings; his genius can be seen in the diversity of his designs.
hile he is best known for his impressive public buildings, you can also find in the Truckee Meadows some of his finest

examples of houses and commercial buildings.

oney raised from the tour will be used to help fund future HRPS publications.

INFORMATION

When: May 11, 2002

n celebration of Preservation Week, HRPS is offering a bus tour of DeLongchamps' buildings. We will not only explore

some of his more popular designs but also take a look at a few hidden jewels here in Reno and Sparks.

Cost: $35.00, includes a special "DeLongchamps Gourmet Lunch” at a secret location.
Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The tour will leave promptly at 9:00 a.m.

Tour Guides: Carrie Bennis-Young and Mercedes de la Garza

Space is limited and reservations are required. To RSVP, please call Nancy Holmes at 852-2094, no later than April 24.

Checks or money orders must be received no later than April 26th. This is

going to be fun, so reserve your spot early!

FAMOUS FIGURES IN RENO’S HISTORICAL PAST:
FREDERIC J. DELONGCHAMPS

son of French Canadian
immigrants, Frederic
DelLongchamps was born in Reno

onJune 2, 1882. A 1904 graduate of UNR
with a degree in mining engineering, he
briefly pursued a career in mining. In
1906, DeLongchamps moved to San
Francisco as an apprentice architect. After
a brief parmership with Ira W. Teach,
DelLongchamps started his solo career in
1909.

That same year, DeLongchamps won the
design competition for the Washoe
County Courthouse, which was completed
in 1910. Over the next ten years, his work
resulted in 103 building designs. Included
in this work were the Nevada buildings at
the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San
Francisco and the Panama-California
Exposition in San Diego in 1915.

In 1919, the Nevada Legislature
appropriated $520,000 for a capital

building campaign. In May of that year,
DeLongchamps was appointed Nevada
State Architect to supervise the campaign.
The position of State Architect was
abolished in 1921. In 1923, DeLongchamps
was reappointed as State Architect and
remained in this position until it was
abolished again in 1926. DeLongchamps
was responsible for the design of several
state buildings induding the Nevada
Industrial School in Elko (1919), the
Nevada State Hospital in Sparks (1920),
the Heroes Memorial Building in Carson
City (1920), the Nevada State Building in
Reno (1926), and the State Supreme Court
Building in Carson City (1936).

DelLongchamps was very active in the
community. In 1949, he served as the first
president of the Reno Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects. He was
also a member of the Reno Chamber of
Commerce, the Rotary Club, and the Elks

Club. He served as president of the
University of Nevada Alumni Association
in 1918 and 1919. He was awarded the
University of Nevada Reno’s Distinguished
Nevadan Award in 1966.

After 57 years of work, serving as Nevada's
only State Architect twice, and designing
over 558 projects, Frederic J.
DeLongchamps retired in Reno in 1965.
DeLongchamps died in Reno on February
11, 1969.
Source: Thematic Nomination of the
Architecture of Frederic J. DeLongchamyps,
National Register of Historic Places Inventory-
Nomination Form (Riverside Hotel). The form
was prepared by Kathryn M. Kuranda,
Architectural Historian, Division of Historic
Preservation and Archaeology, signed and
dated 6/12/86 by Ronald M. James, Deputy
State Historic Preservation Office.







continued from page 5

painting), and interior modifications.
Only exterior modifications involving
substantial change to buildings listed
in the City Register of Historic Places
require a Certificate of Appropriateness
approved by the HRC before a building

permit will be issued.

Reno’s historic preservation ordinance
states the intent of the Certificate of
Appropriateness requirement:

Itis the intent of these regulations to
insure that buildings,

intended to “be applied to specific
rehabilitation projects in a reasonable
manner, taking into consideration
economic and technical feasibility.”

So, let’s say you own a house listed in
the City Register and you want to
build an addition. You will need a
building permit from the City and
they will tell you that you need a
Certificate of Appropriateness from
the HRC before they can issue the
permit. In addition to completing
the information required on the
application form, plans, sketches,

structures, or districts on the
Register shall be in harmony
with their surroundings. It is
not the intention of these
regulations to require the
reconstruction or demolition
of individual or original
buildings, to prohibit the
demolition or removal of
such buildings, or to impose
architectural styles from
particular historic periods. In
considering new
construction, the
Commission (HRC) shall
encourage contemporary
design which is harmonious
with the character of the district or
historic resource.

comp.

ow, lest you think that

approval of a Certificate of

Appropriateness is arbitrary
or subjective, the underlying
principles employed by the HRC (and
stated in the ordinance), are derived
from the Secretary of Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation. These
standards set out basic measures to
ensure that the characteristics of a
property that make it eligible for the
National Register, or in this case, the
City Register, are retained - that “its
historical integrity is not
compromised.” These standards are

In reviewing your application, the
HRC will take into account the
historic and architectural significance
of your building, the exterior form
and appearance of your proposed
addition, and the effect of your
planned addition on other structures
in the vicinity. The HRC will apply the
following standards in evaluating
your proposal:

* Every reasonable effort shall be
made to provide a compatible use
for a property that requires

minimal alteration of the

building, structure, or site
and its environment, or to
use a property for its
original purpose.

* The distinguishing
original qualities or
character of a building,
structure, or site and its
environment shall not
be destroyed. The
removal or alteration of
any historic material or

615 Jones Street, Reno

Lorna J. Knight. Now on the State Register, Knight built this house in 1931 to
t her other homes in Montecito, CA and Emerald Bay.

descriptions, photographs, and
specifications of the proposed
addition must be submitted at least
15 days before an HRC meeting. (HRC
meets the second Thursday of the
month, 3 p.m., at McKinley Arts and
Culture Center.) All property owners
within 300 feet of your property will
be notified at least 10 days before the
meeting. A public hearing on your
proposal will be held at the HRC
meeting. You will be given an
opportunity to make a presentation
to the Commission and will no doubt
be asked questions by the
Commissioners. Members of the
public will be given an opportunity
to comment, as well.

distinctive architectural
feature should be
avoided, when possible.

« All buildings, structures,
and sites shall be
recognized as products of
their own time.
Alterations that have no
historical basis and that
seek to create an earlier
appearance shall be
discouraged.

+ Changes that may have taken place
in the course of time are evidence
of the history and development of
a building, structure, or site and its
environment. These changes may
have acquired significance in their
own right. This significance shall
be recognized and respected.

+ Distinctive stylistic features or







HRPS HISTORIC PRESERVATION WEEK: A SENSE OF PLACE

Bus, walk, and bike your way
through HRPS’s celebration of
Historic Preservation Week - A
Sense of Place, All tours are about
1 Y2 hours long. Please wear
comfortable walking shoes, clothing
appropriate for the weather, and a
helmet for the bike tour.
Reservations required, please call
each guide listed to register. There is
no cost for HRPS members, $5.00 for
non-members, with the exception of
the bus tour.

Saturday, May 11 - 9:45 a.m.

Delongchamps Defined Bus Tour
Nancy Holmes, 852-2094

Renowned architect Frederic
DeLongchamps was responsible for
more buildings in more styles than any
other architect in Nevada. This tour will
view some of his buildings in
downtown Reno and on the University
of Nevada, Reno campus. Meet at the
National Automobile Museum parking
lot, Lake and Mill Streets. Cost $35.00,
includes gourmet lunch. (See page
within: “The Master’s Works” for
details.)

Monday, May 13 - 6:00 p.m.

Reno: Beyond the Arches
Anne Simone, 853-3414

Travel back in time as you walk the
downtown streets of Reno. Hear about
the people who built Reno and its
legends, revivals, and changes. Enjoy the
memories and the realities that make
Reno the “Biggest Little City in the
World.” Meet at the National
Automobile Museum parking lot, east
side of building, Lake St.

MAY 12-18, 2002

Tuesday, May 14 - 6:00 p.m.

Wells Avenue Neighborhood
Mark Taxer, 826-7070

Follow the route of the Wells Avenue
Streetcar line to the bungalows of Reno’s
business people and the middle class
family life of the 1940s and “50s. This
area is now on the verge of a
neighborhood renaissance. Meet at
Southside School, now part of the Reno
City Hall Complex, Sinclair and Liberty
Streets.

Wednesday, May 15 - 6:00 p.m.

Historic Truckee River Corridor
Joan Collins, 329-0394

Wander through the Victorians and view
the mansions on the bluft as you listen
to the gentle cascade of the Truckee River
and the “trembling leaves” of early Reno
during this nostalgic journey. This north
side of the river is where the early
growth of Reno took place. Meet at
McKinley Park Arts and Culture Center,
Riverside and Vine Sts.

Thursday, May 16 - 6:00 p.m.

Bricks and Stones
Anne Simone, 853-3414

In one of Reno’s more eclectic
neighborhoods, you'll find bungalows of
brick and stone, Queen Annes to
craftsman, along with schools, churches,
and a neighborhood grocery store all on
beautiful tree-lined streets. Learn about
some basic architectural elements, make
your own decisions about adaptive
reuse, and hear the answer to the
mystery - where did they get all those
rocks? Meet at My Favorite Muffin, 340
California Ave.

Saturday May 18 - 10:00 a.m.

Blast From the Past:
Historic Fourth Street Corridor,
Gaye Canepa, 323-0220

Well-traveled transcontinental Highway
40, the Lincoln Highway, was the business
center of Reno - back when Reno and
Sparks were actually three miles apart!
Thanks to the efforts of the Reno-Sparks
Business Corridor Association, this area is
undergoing a rejuvenation. Meet at Louis’
Basque Corner, E. Fourth and Evans Ave.

Sunday, May 19 - 10:00 a.m.

Ride Through Old Reno Bike Tour
Glee Willis, 323-069%

This very, very easy bike tour travels about
six miles through the quiet, historic streets
of old Reno. Bring your own bike, HELMET
REQUIRED. Meet at My Favorite Muffin,
340 California Ave. &=&=*
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HRPS QUALITY
DENIM SHIRTS

HRPS now has quality denim shirts
for sale with our logo sewn over the
pocket in black. If you're not familiar
with our logo look on the front page
of this newsletter.

$25.00 for walking tour guides.
$35.00 for the general public.

Shirts are available at meetings or from
Felvia Belaustegui at 329-0149.







Dear Ms. Collins,

I share your regret over the fire that
burned the Wingfield Mansion, but
I object to your assessment of its
occupant ("Another Landmark
Gone," Winter, 2002). To mention
just a few highlights of his career:
George Wingfield overcapitalized
his Goldfield Consolidated Mines
Company, fleecing many investors;
he destroyed the radical labor
unions in Goldfield by imposing an
illegal black list and recruiting scabs
under military protection; in 1932
his chain of banks collapsed under
questionable circumstances, wiping
out the savings of numerous
Nevada depositors. This man can
hardly be said to provide a "true
reflection of the pioneer spirit that
gave root to the western spirit that
is uniquely Nevadan.”

Sincerely,
Sally Zanjani, Ph.D.

Joan Collins responds:

I agree with Dr. Zanjani’s assessment
that George Wingfield was a rogue of
questionable reputation.

The pioneer spirit that built the West
was one of survival in the harshest of
environments. The rest of the country
paid little attention to this sparsely
settled Great Basin filled with rugged
mountains, sagebrush, and
rattlesnakes. Mining had an immoral
reputation of enticing men to leave
their families and homes in search of
the ubiquitous gold ore. The law of the
land dominated; politicians and law
enforcement gave only a cursory nod as
long as monies kept rolling in from the
mines. Nevada was the grubstake for
the entrepreneurial spirit. Financial
gain was the catalyst that built Nevada
and George Wingfield was in the right

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

place at the right time with the skills
to create a Mecca in the desert.

Wingfield brashly built a totalitarian
empire within a Democratic system
and ruled virtually unopposed, feeding
the greed of both Republicans and
Democrats. In spite of all the negatives,
Wingfield kept his fortunes within this
state and put Reno on the map as a
destination city. Tall tales that

ourished around the poker tables
throughout his lifetime still shadow
the financial and political power he
wielded. | believe that his story has
several chapters yet to be told. For now,
my focus is on the loss of the home
that was a historical gem on the river.
This structure that was retouched by
Fredrick DeLongchamps has been a
horrific loss to historical Reno. HRPS's
goal is to heighten awareness of siuch
destruction by neglect or design. We
must be cognizant of how fragile our
tangible past is becoming.

Dear Editor:

My childhood friend, Joan Collins,
sent me the last issue of your
newsletter, FootPrints. | read the
story regarding the loss of the
Wingfield property with special
interest and great sorrow. That house
was a big part of my life. I'd like to
take this opportunity to clarity the
way in which the Hardy and
Wingfield families are linked.

My great-grandfather, Dr. George
Thoma, came to Nevada in 1864. He
was interested in mining and
politics, and was a pioneer in
serving the mentally ill. He married
a much younger woman who was a
teacher in the Carson Valley. Her
name was Alice Wilsey. They had
two daughters, Bonnie (Hardy) and
Roxy (Wingfield). Bonnie's husband,

my paternal grandfather, was Roy
Hardy. Bonnie and Roy lived at 442
Flint Street, AKA the "Hardy House."
They had two children: my father,
Royce A. Hardy, and my aunt, Alice
Hardy Paulsen.

Grandfather Hardy became
associated with George Wingfield
through mining, pretty much after
Wingfield had amassed his $20
million in mining and banking, and
after he'd divorced his San Francisco
socialite wife. (Amazingly, he received
permanent custody of their two
children, George Jr. and Jessie.)

When Alice Wilsey Thoma died, her
daughter Roxy moved in with her
sister, Bonnie Hardy, and her brother-
in-law Roy Hardy. Not long
afterwards George Wingfield was
introduced to Roxy by my
grandfather, Roy. Roxy and George
Wingfield were married shortly
thereafter. Roxy Wingfield, Bonnie
Hardy, Roy Hardy, and George
Wingfield were extremely close.
George Wingfield's niece was Alice
Hardy; my sister Susan and 1 were
nieces once removed. George
Wingfield and Roy Hardy were
brothers-in-law, married to the two
Thoma girls.

- Helen Hardy Mills

HRPS invites readers to send in
their thoughts, opinions, and
questions, The editor reserves the
right to edit for appropriateness
and/or length, Short letters have
a better chance of being included
than longer ones,
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President: Kathryn Wishart 747-4323
SPRIN G PROGRAMS 2 002 Vice President & Program:
Felvia Belaustegui 329-0149

FELVIA BELAUSTEGUI « Program Chair 329-0149 Secretary: Mark Taxer

All program events are on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7pm, at Mt. Rose School (Lander Treasurer: Bill Walbridge

St., between Taylor and LaRue, just off Arlington Ave.), unless otherwise noted,
April 24, 2002 — The History of the Balardini Ranch from 1850 to the present time. Angie Balardini Cindy Ainswor th,l Patty Cafferata, Joan
Persigehl and Felvia Belaustegui will present a slide show and commentary on the historic Balardini Gyer, Nancy Holmes, Ann McCarty,
ranch. Documentation dates from the first land patents and water rights. This region, sometimes Sharon A. Walbridge '

known as the Mt. Rose fan, served as a seasonal hunting ground for the Washoe tribe.

May 11, 2002 — The Master’s Works: A Bus Tour of Frederic J. DeLongchamps’ Buildings in the
Truckee Meadows. Ronald James, our state historic preservation officer, called him "Nevada's Historic Ginger Salcedo 324-6913

Architect.” During his career of sixty years, DeLongchamps designed more than five hundred buildings;
his genius can be seen in the diversity of his designs. While he is best known for his impressive public

buildings, you can also find in the Truckee Meadows some of his finest examples of houses and Leanne Stone
commerdial buildings. See page 4 for more information,
Historic Preservation Week (May 13-May 19, 2002) — The HRPS famous walking tours are car
scheduled all week. See story on page 8 for more information, Sharon Walb‘r_tig;:' .
May 22, 200 — Annual Meeting and picnic. Will it rain, will it snow, or will it be beautiful? (Of e
course, it will be beautiful.) For more information, see the story on the cover of this issue! ReponiEr
Joan Collins
CORRECTION Distribution:
In the last issue of Footprints (Winter 2002, vol. 5 #1), we inadvertently misspelled Neal Cobb’s AT Lo ) UG
name when attributing his wonderful photographs to him. We deeply regrer the error. D(;?Ilall)ehlcclige;gs‘i;n
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